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THE GREAT EARTHQUAKE 


HE effect of an earthquake is peculiarly terrifying. It disturbs and unsettles 
the mind even more than the body. We are so accustomed to think and 
a. speak of the ground as solid, that when it begins to shake beneath our 
é feet the last resource of confidence is seemingly gone. In ordinary ; 
times we cry with the bravery of Fitz James to Roderick Dhu: 
“Come one, come all. This 
rock shall fly 
From its firm base as soon as I.” 


but when the rock flies from 
its base and all nature*trem- 
bles in the throes of convul- 
sive agony, our courage flies 
also. It was doubtless the 
figure of an earthquake which 
the Psalmist had in mind 
when he exclaimed (xr. 3) 
“If the foundations be des- 
troyed what can the right- 
eous do?” 

An experience of this sort 
has come to our missionaries 
in Assam, in common with 
all the people of that prov- 
ince and the inhabitants of 
a large part of the province 
of Bengal. On the afternoon of June 12, at about five o’clock, repeated shocks 
of an earthquake were felt over a very large territory, embracing nearly all 
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of Northeastern India. ‘hey were especially severe in the provinces of Benga: 
and Assam. In Calcutta the earthquake was the most destructive ever known 
As far as missionary interests were concerned the greatest loss was in the partial 
destruction of the Lal Bazar Baptist chapel, a monument of the heroic pioneer 
days of missions in India. We regret that the Baptist Mission College at 
Serampore was also seriously injured, the apse in the rear falling flat to the ground. 
All the mission premises at Serampore, consecrated by the labors and sacrifices of 
Carey, Marshman and Ward, were severely shaken, and the Baptist Mission of 
Bengal, the child of the Serampore Mission, suffered a heavy loss in the destruction 
of a large number of its mission houses at the various stations. 

The earthquake appears, however, to have been most destructive in Western 
Assam. Here the whole side of a mountain was dislodged and slid into the val- 
ley, carrying with it several native villages, and the whole number of lives lost by 
the seismic shock is estimated at between four and six thousand. As the telegraph 
and other lines of communication were broken, the total loss of property and life, 
cannot be known until after a considerable length of time. It required five days 
or more than twice the usual time for Mr. Burdette’s letter to go from Gauhati to 
Calcutta. 

As to the effects of the earthquake on our own missions, the first intelligence 
received at the mission rooms in Boston was a telegram from Calcutta, announcing 
the destruction of the mission premises at 
Gauhati. This was sent by Messrs. Sykes & 
Co., the agents of the Missionary Union in 
Calcutta, on receipt of the letter from Rev. 
C. E. Burdette. We are glad to say that 
the destruction at Gauhati was not as com- 
plete as we were led to suppose, and as was 
announced in the August MaGazine. The 
building in the foreground of the cut there 
given is the Girls’ Schoolhouse, which is prac- 
tically intact owing to its strong construction 
with an iron roof. The house at the back of 
that cut, occupied by Rev. C. D. King, is in 
ruins, as also two other dwelling houses, and the chapel. Mr. Burdette writes: 


HOUSE IN WHICH CAREY DIED 
AT SERAMPORE, INDIA 


I am under the painful necessity of saying that our three bungalows and the mission 
chapel are utterly ruined. We are already at work saving grass, bricks, timbers, windows 
and doors as far as possible. I am glad to say that. other buildings, especially the iron- 
roof dormitory built a few years ago, are in good condition. The Boys’ School may 
prove unsafe, but I hope it can be preserved. The Press House seems to stand straight, 
though the reed walls need a good deal of repairing. The furniture in the press seems to 
have all escaped serious injury. Out-buildings built on posts generally escaped destruction, 
though the unusual force and duration of the shock injured many of these. We had just 
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finished printing the outside of the first sheet of the “ New Translation of the Psalms,” 
when the shock occurred. Day before yesterday the boys printed the inside of it. Sev- 
eral forms of type were waiting printing, and all escaped. Mr. King has returned from 
Nowgong. The ladies have arranged to go there next Tuesday. I hope my school will 


resume its sessions next week, and that much good work can be done this year, notwithstand- 
ing so serious an interruption of our plans. 


The first letter from Rev. A. E. Stephen, of Goalpara, reported that the new 
bungalow there, which has been occupied but a few months, was completely 
wrecked, and beyond repair ; but a later letter stated that while much out of shape 
it can probably be put again into living condition. 

These tidings from the two western stations in Assam prepared the officers of 
the Union to expect further serious losses at other stations, particularly as the 
Chief Commissioner at Assam telegraphed to Calcutta that Tura was wrecked. 
We are glad to say, however, that the earthquake appears to have been much less 
severe in the Hills, and in Northern Assam. Rev. P. H. Moore, of Nowgong, 


writes that the mission buildings there suffered injuries which it will cost about 
2,000 rupees to repair. The 


Commissioner’s telegram re- 
garding Tura was happily an 
error, and very little injury 
was reteived at that station, 
as also at Sibsagor and North 
Lakhimpur. Direct news 
from the Naga Hills stations 
has not yet been received, 
nor from Ukrul, Manipur, 
where the earthquake is re- 
ported to have been severe. 
We are glad to feel assured 
that the lives of all the mis- 
Sionaries were spared, and 
while the mission suffered a 


loss of probably more than 
a MISSION HOUSE, NOWGONG, ASSAM 
$10,000, this itself may be a 


means of awakening a new interest in the work in Assam, and even the earthquake 
may be overruled for good. 


| 


THE MISSION CHURCHES AND THE DEBT 


tie of the most pleasing circumstances connected with the raising of the debt 

of the Missionary Union, has been the attitude of the missionaries and of 
many of the mission churches toward it. We do not believe there is any class of 
people who, according to their ability, have contributed so largely toward the debt 
as the missionaries. Many of them have given from five to ten per cent of their 
salaries, not to speak of the large gifts which they are called upon to make in 
the attempt to supply the pressing needs of the work, which weighs so heavily on 
their hearts and hands. As the missionaries have told the churches on their fields 
of the huge debt hanging like a pall upon the great missionary society which had 
sent them the gospel, the responses of sympathy and even of gifts have often been 
charming exhibitions of the depth of the hold which the unselfishness of Christ 
has taken in the hearts of these Christians. 

Udayagiri is in one of the poorest parts of our Telugu mission field. The 
poverty of the people is something beyond the comprehension of people in this 
country of plenty. ‘The most of them live literally from hand to mouth ; earning 
each day only sufficient to supply their daily food; yet Rev. W. R. Manley writes, 
“ At our last monthly meeting I stated the case in regard to the debt of the Mis- 
sionary Union, and the Udaygiri Church at once voted to send fifty rupees toward 
the payment of that debt.” We could give many other cases of the same readiness 


of sympathy and gratitude toward the Union on the part of the native churches, 
but the most affecting instance which has come to our notice is the letters sent 
by Rev. M. C. Mason from the members of the Garo church at Nisangram. We 
present the original of one of these letters and Mr. Mason’s letter of explanation 
as an introduction to these letters of touching fraternal Christian love and fellow- 
ship. Mr. Mason says: j 


I enclose herewith three letters which I have just received from one of our village 
churches. I enclose also a translation which we have carefully made of two of them. 
The third is so like one of these that I have not thought worth while to translate it; this 
is from the young men of the church. As evidence that the sympathy expressed in these 
letters is not words only, the Pastor sends me rupees, 127-9-9, to be forwarded to you. 
He says the money was contributed as follows: from the Nisangram church, rupees 30; 
added by the Elders of the church, 20-14-3; added by the young men of the church, 20; 
added by the women of the church, 31 ; from the Chatcholjo church, 7-1-6; from brethren 
of three churches, living at Santipur, 14-7; from the Smjonga church, 3-3; from the Rong- 
juli church, 1; total rupees, 127-9-0. 

I have credited the Missionary Union with this amount in our account, and trust you 
will acknowledge receipt. 

I gladly add that this thought of sending aid to the society is entirely their own. The 
subject of the debt was only mentioned at our association, asking for their prayers. This 
pastor was not present, but he has evidently heard of it, and believes that true prayer is 
accompanied by works, and he has therefore collected this sum and sends it on. | wish 
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the churches of our land would do as well as this Nisangram church has,—-it would do 
away with all debts. This contribution amounts to nearly four-fifths of a man’s days’ 
wages from every member of that church, male and female, large and sma!l,— and for the 
work here they have already contributed nearly five times this sum. Some will say, “ They 
must be rich,” but such would never repeat it if they could once conie out and see them. 
Nevertheless they are rich 


in good works, and are lay- tem 
ing up stores where moth 

d rust do not corrupt. iia 

The letters which follow s} 

read like extracts from the mm 


both the giving and the Fer fay Risa) 


letters are the voluntary 


action of Christians, many 

and all yet living in the BET 


transforming and uplifting 2 


pel of our Lord Jesus avait 


To the Society in the Uni- 
ted States of America, 


through which we have 
“been born again through 


the word of God which Rer ky, 


the elders of the church R 
of Nisangram, Assam: \ 


To the Lord Jesus Christ wee 
be praise, and honor, and G " 
glory, and power for ever- 


We have heard of the ee HU 
debt j " ORIGINAL OF LETTER FROM THE NISANGRAM CHURCH. 
ebt in which you through 


pity for our souls have become involved, and although our bodies are separated, our 
hearts are with you. Your sorrows are shared by us, and in our petitions to God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we always make mention of your debt, and if it please 
Him, He may relieve you of this debt, and further help you to extend His own Kingdom 
to the ends of the earth. As we have a large place in your hearts, so, although, to live 
and to die together, we wish you to have no small place in our hearts, yet we are not yet 
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sufficiently enlarged. But at this time to show our fellowship with your sorrows and your 
joys we write this brief letter. 
THE SALUTATIONS OF THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH OF NISANGRAM. 


To the Officers of The American Baptist Missionary Union, from the women of the 
church of Nisangram, Assam: 


Our Most’ LovinG BENEFACTORS: While we, like sheep, were astray, and just when 
we, being despised by every race, were going to ruin, through missionaries sent by you, 
we found the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. That there is any thing of greater value than 
this we do not conceive. 

Having heard from our teachers, the missionaries, that by our receiving such inconceiv- 
able kindness you have become involved in debt, we sympathize in your sorrow. For, to 
save our lives, to enlighten our ignorance you came to our aid. We are like toddling 
children. Forgive us our inability. Remember us in your prayers. 

THE SALUTATIONS OF YOUR SISTERS OF THE NISANGRAM CHURCH. 


WHY NOT DO THE SAME? 


INCE the enlargement and improvement of the Baprist MIssIONARY MAGAZINE 
several thousand have been added to the circle of its readers. During the 
spring the receipt of new clubs was constant and encouraging. We desire to 
inaugurate a new fall campaign. Will pastors arrange for some one in every 
church to receive subscriptions and then announce to the full congregation that 


the MisstonaRy MaGaziInE can be had at the very low price of FIFTY CENTS A 
YEAR in clubs of thirty or clubs equal to ten per cent of the members of the 
church? This makes the chances for small churches as good as for large. 
Under this we have received two clubs of one each where churches have less than 
ten members, and the size of the clubs runs all the way up to more than eighty. 
Will not every pastor try for a club for the MisSIONARY MAGAZINE in his church this 


Sall? 
We are trying to make the dest missionary magazine published, and have much 


encouragement to believe we are succeeding. The following letters selected from 
a multitude of the same sort will show what brethren of undoubted good judg- 
ment think of the MaGazINeE. 

Rev. Henry E. Rosins, D. D., of Rochester, N. Y., writes : 

You are investing the Magazine with fascinating interest. 

Rev. W. H. P. Faunce, D. D., pastor of the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, New 
York. 

I must say to you how delighted I am with the appearance of the Magazine in its new 
form. Every month it is a delight to the eye and an inspiration to the Christian heart. 
I shall endeavor soon to form a club in my church, and I rejoice in the attractiveness of 
this most valuable adjunct in extending the Kingdom. 

PRoFEssoR WILLIAM ARNOLD STEVENS, of Rochester University, writes to the 
editor of the MaGazINeE: 


Editorial 


The new title page, with which 1897 began, is a delight to the eye; and for substance, 
__where is there a missionary journal that will surpass in appropriateness and value 
this and the recent numbers? It is acknowledged to be one of the most difficult tasks to 
make the Magazine a true exponent of the Union and its work upon the field, and at the 
same time popularly readable and presentable. I do not see how the ideal could be 
better realized than you are doing. 

Communications and subscriptions should be addressed simply 

Baptist MIsSIONARY MAGAZINE; 


Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 


ARE CHRISTIANS RESPONSIBLE ? 


A CERTAIN class of evangelists are fond of explaining any lack of fruit from 
their own labors by charging it to the coldness of Christians. They find it 
easier to belabor the people of God for their shortcomings than to turn sinners 
from the error of their ways. It is a cheap and easy way of accounting for any 
deficiencies in themselves or their work, but we protest against this attitude toward 
the matter of conversion and the method of God’s grace. ‘There is nothing, either in 
Scripture or in the whole history of God’s dealing with man, which shows that He 
limits the outpouring of His spirit, or excludes from Heaven any who have heard 
the Word of Life, because of any lack of love or warmth of enthusiasm on the part 
of His people. His grace to those who have heard His truth is free and ready if 
they will accept. The teachings of Scripture are rather that those who have per- 
sistently turned a deaf ear to the invitations of the Gospel, after hearing the Word 
of Life are to be given up. Jesus commanded His disciples that if any would not 
receive them, to shake off the dust of their feet as a testimony against them. Paul, 
when the Jews persistently refused to receive the Gospel, said, ‘Seeing ye put it 
from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles.” There are, however, innumerable intimations in Scripture that Christians 
may be held responsible for the fate of those who have not heard the Gospel. 
“When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die, and thou givest him not 
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, the 
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. Yet if thou warn’st the wicked and he turn not from his wickedness, nor 
from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou has delivered thy soul” 
(Ezekial 3: 18, 19; compare also Ezekiel 33: 4, 5 and 6). If the heathen who 
know not the Gospel, but who might have heard if Christians had been more earn- 
est and active in sending forth the Word of Life throughout the world, die in their 
sins, then how can Christians escape the responsibility? These heathen have not 
believed because they have not heard; they have not heard because the Gospel has 
hot been preached to them ; and the Gospel has not been preached to them because 
Christians have not sent the preachers. The heathen certainly are not responsible 
in this case; God is not responsible; His people alone are responsible. But the 


people of God are not responsible for those who have heard the truth for many 
years and persistently refuse to receive it. 


OVERTY IS NOT ALWAYS A MISFORTUNE. In the recent severe earthquake 
in Assam nearly every government building in the province was destroyed, 
but the only mission buildings entirely ruined were at Gauhati. In a number of 
cases the government officials and their families took refuge in the mission houses, 
and were for a time dependent on the hospitality of the missionaries for shelter, 
The reason for this state of things was that the government buildings were built 
of brick, but the mission, having less money to expend, generally built of wood. 
The solid brick houses were shaken to fragments by the severe shocks of the 
earthquake and fell in heaps of ruins, while the frailer wooden buildings, though 
terribly racked and in many cases thrown out of shape, yet stood and continued 
in usable condition. It occurs to us that here is a striking refutation of the 
charge that missionaries live in costly houses. 


HE PRESENT NUMBER OF THE MAGAZINE gives special attention to 
Assam, the subject being timely in connection with the account of the terrible 
earthquake which convulsed that province on June 12. Several of the future num- 
bers of the MaGazine will be arranged to harmonize with the Conquest Mission- 
ary Course of the Baptist Young People’s Union as follows: October, “ Africa, 
the Dark Continent”; December, “ India’s Millions”; February, 1898, ‘“ China, 
the Stronghold of Paganism’’; April, “ Romanists in Europe’; June, “ Japan, the 
Island Empire.” ‘The November number of the present year will have “ Burma, 
Our Oldest Mission Field,” as its chief topic. Special articles for these numbers 
are already in hand, and missionaries intending to send articles for the MAGAZINE 
are requested to send them to the editor in time to appear in the numbers devoted 
to their fields. Photographs for the illustration of articles on the various fields are 
especially desired. 


HE TROUBLES IN INDIA with the natives affect but a very limited portion of 
the empire, and will doubtless soon be quieted. ‘There is doubtless a great 
amount of uneasiness and dissatisfaction among the people caused chiefly by the 
terrible famine and the widespread prevalence of the plague. ‘This could hardly 
be otherwise under the severe strain which has come upon the people of India by 
these two calamities coming simultaneously. But now that the plague seems to 
have run its course and the refreshing rains promise an end to the famine, the 
special discontent may be expected soon to subside. We are specially concerned 
that these sorrowful events shall have the effect to turn the people’s minds to the 
living and true God who alone can deliver in sorrow and death. 
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ISSIONARY INSTRUCTION IN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. —The increased 
attention which this subject is receiving is a gratifying evidence of progress 
in the right direction in the development of an interest in world wide missions. 
More than twelve years ago the editor of this MaGAzINe urged the Executive 
Committee of the Missionary Union to take steps to secure the founding of a 
missionary lectureship and professorships whereby regular lectures and instruction 
on missions should be given regularly in all our Theological seminaries. The 
root of missionary interest and activity in the churches is the pastors, and the time 
to reach the pastors effectively is during their studies in the seminaries. The 
time did not seem then to be ripe for such a movement, but the rise of the student 
volunteer movement and the pressure of the enormous missionary debts of recent 
years, has emphasized the importance of missionary instruction to the prospective 
pastors while yet engaged in study and preparation for their life work. ‘The meet- 
ing of theological professors in Brooklyn in May, and the report adopted by the 
Board of Managers of the Missionary Union at the annual meeting in 1896, are 
significant movements in the right direction. 


REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE.— Forty years ago, a devoted Lutheran mis- 
sionary, Dr. Bettleheim, endeavored to introduce the Gospel to the people of 
the Liu Chiu Islands. At the peril of his life and health, he endured the hostility 
of the people and the discomforts of a savage life in his efforts to lead some to the 
truth, but his efforts made no lasting impression on the islanders. When he would 
distribute Christian tracts among the people, they were collected by the orders of 
the king and thrown back into his yard every night. Even the money that he paid 
out for his food was regarded as evil and was redeemed from the people by the 
king, who sent it out of the country on the ship on which Mr. Bettleheim was com- 
pelled to leave. It is a striking fact that the descendant of this king has now been 
compelled, by command of the Japanese government, to leave the islands and go to 
Tokyo, where it is supposed he will be a royal prisoner for life. At the same time 
that he was leaving the islands, perhaps forever, our missionary, Rev. A. A. Ben- 
nett, of Yokohama, along the same shore where the royal descendant was taking 
his farewell from his country, was baptising two young men, converts from among 
the Liu Chiu people. As the last representative of the dynasty of the earthly king 
passed away, the advance guard of the King of Righteousness was entering the 
islands with a promise of light and blessing to this people. 


OTES.— We regret the error of the types which made the August MacaziNnE 
say Mrs. Murdock began her service for the Woman’s Society in 1813. It 
should have read 1873.— Mr. Thomas Adams of 27 Forest Street, Lawrence, 
Mass., has just arrived in America from Leopoldville, Congo Free State, and is 
prepared to give illustrated lectures on Africa and his mission work in Congo. 
Please correspond with him at the above address. 


MISSION COMPOUND, TURA 


A JUNGLE CHURCH 


CMUICHOLJA, GARO HILLS ASSAM) 


REV. MARCUS C, 


T is five years since I visited this village, 
and the changes I find as I ride through 
this line of hamlets, and the evidences of 
thrift in buildings, fences, gardens and fruit 


trees are very marked. The decorations of 
the chapel, the arches of welcome by the 
way, and a large company of Christians to 
meet me contrasts greatly with former 
years, and sends my thoughts back to my 
first visit. This I find was just twenty 
years ago. So far as I can learn that was 
not only the first missionary visit, but the 
first visit by a white man to this village. 
Some time before a native Christian teacher 
had labored there and left. Afterwards I 
was requested to send another certain 
teacher. This man did not seem to have 
the most satisfactory record, but I thought 
best to sanction an effort on his part, and I 
told him that if he would take his wife and 
children with him and live with the people, 
and do what he could for them, I would 
allow him three rupees (about one dollar) 
per month toward his support. He accepted 
the task, and had been some months there, 
when early one morning, while upon a visit- 
ing tour, I mounted my pony, and through 


MASON TURA 
the forest underbrush, and through the tall 
jungle grass, dripping with dew from the 
dense fog resting over the whole land, | 
found my way to this place. The place 
then consisted of a small collection of 
houses, closely surrounded by dense jungle. 
The people seemed unusually  shiftless. 
They were filthy and full of sores. How- 
ever, the influence of the Christian teacher 
was apparent in several of them, and a good 
number came to our meetings. After I had 
preached for a time some asked for bap- 
tism. We began to examine these appli- 
cants, and interspersing this work with 
teachings, exhortations and songs, we con- 
tinued the same from nine A.M. until four 
P.M. I saw that our work was not com- 
pleted, and the next morning I returned to 
continue the same for most of another day. 

When the examinations were closed we 
found that thirty-five of the applicants had 
been thought to be born anew; hence we 
gathered at a little stream near by and bap- 
tized them — twenty-two men and thirteen 
women, 

I wish I could reproduce to you the ex- 
periences given by those converts, much of 
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which will ever remain in my memory. I 
was not a little astonished at hearing from 
a small girl that she wished to be baptized, 
but feared lest she would not be able to 
properly live a Christian life. One who 
had said that he was pleased with the teach- 
ings and commands of Christ was asked to 
name some of those teachings, and his first 
was, ‘“ Let every man live by his own in- 
dustry,” thus coming much nearer the truth 
than some who could have made the exact 
quotation. The experiences were varied, 
and for the most part exceedingly limited, 
but they seemed to be true converts, just 
plucked from the densest of heathenism, 
surrounded only by opposing influences; 
ignorant in the extreme, none as yet able to 
read. What has twenty years done for 
them? or rather, what have these thirty-five 
done with this twenty years? In looking 
over the records I find that six of them 
have passed on before to a “better land.” 
Six have been denied church fellowship, 
leaving twenty-three still in good standing 
in a good church. 

For ten years these were connected with 
a distant church, during’ which time sixty 


HEATHEN GARO YOUNG MEN 


599 


-more were gathered to their number from 


this village. Of these ninety-five, sixteen 


HEATHEN GARO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 


had died, and twelve had been excluded. 
The remaining sixty-seven were then organ- 
ized into an independent church. As was 
hoped, the ten years since their organiza- 
tion has shown more life and 
energy, and more fruit gathered. 
Within the first twelve months 
they called a pastor, and with 
the aid of a council of dele- 
gates invited from other 
churches ordained him. Each 
year since converts have been 
gathered, in all 113 men and 
131 women; and their present 
membership is 202. Of this 
whole number thirty-nine have 
passed away in fellowship. 
For a time the pastor had to 
splice out his salary by teach- 
ing school; but for several 
years they have supported their 
pastor and contributed toward 
the several objects in which 
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the Garo churches are interested. 1 think 
that this is the only church to which I 
have ever given any suggestions as to how 
to raise needed funds; believing that where 
the spirit is there is no danger from the lack 
of a collecting system. The leaders of this 
church said to me that they thought they 
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harvest I thought they could fully support 
a pastor. They agreed that they could give 
one-tenth of their rice, but they felt sure 
that it would be far too little. The pastor, 
however, said that if they would give one- 
tenth of their_rice harvest he would accept _ 
that as his salary, unless it should exceed 
ten rupees (about three dol- 
lars) per month. If it ex- 
ceeded that sum the church 
was to use the surplus as 
they chose. The experiment 
proved far beyond their ex- 
pectations, and they have 
continued the same method 
since. 
While many a Christian 
gives a tenth of his income, 
I believe there are few who 
give better than these. Nine- 
tenths of the American cul- 
tivators would despair, | 
believe, if they had to toil 
so hard with such poor im- 
plements and for such small 
proceeds. From the time the 
seed is in the ground until 
the harvest is gathered they 
do not leave their fields night 
or day. One-half hour’s neg- 
ligence might bring from the 
near jungle a herd of wild 
elephants to tread down and 
pull up more rice than sev- 
eral men could raise. A 


THANGKAN, A GARO CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST 


ought to have the full time of their pastor 
for preaching and pastoral work, but that it 
was impossible for them to support him. I 
agreed to the need of his whole time, and 


began to inquire as to their ability. I said 
that I had found that where men were in- 
terested in any undertaking usually ten of 
them could support the eleventh man that he 
might give his whole time to it; and that 
if they could give one-tenth of their rice 


brief sleep might let in a 
drove of wild hogs to root and roll and eat. 
There is similar danger from deer, birds, 
monkeys and many other wild animals. The 
guards must also face the dangers from tigers, 
bears, ‘leopards and other animals. I recall 
vividly a night spent in this village some 
years ago. Near midnight I was awakened 
by cries for help from the upper end of the 
fields. Men, women, boys and girls rushed 
out, and with torches and shouts from a 
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compact company they turned back a herd 
of wildelephants. Their noise had scarcely 
lulled when the cry came from another quar- 
ter, “ They are coming here.” Then with a 
rush and shout they all went to the rescue; 
and all night long their cries and calls and 
shouts to “Stand, stand, don’t run, don’t 
break the ranks,” etc., resounded up and 
down that narrow valley. And ever since | 
have the more highly valued the contribu- 
tions thus earned. 

I find in this and other churches quite 
generally adopted, a practice followed by 
some of our Christians for many years; 
namely, that of laying aside at each meal a 
hand grip of rice as a thank offering. This 
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offering is brought weekly to the church and 
emptied into a large basket. 

I learn that it is very largely the practice 
of the women at the head of the family to 
lay aside this little grip of rice for each 
member of the family for each meal. And 
from the amount thus collected, the women 
of this church are supporting an evangelist. 
The men are said to support the pastor, and 
bear other expenses, while the women with 
their thank offerings support the evangelist. 
I learn furthermore that they have made an 
offering toward the debt of the Missionary 
Union. Shall we not pray God that-in this 
destitute land there may be many such 
jungle churches ? 


A GUOD MAN GONE 


F rbd two years ago a Tamil who spoke 

broken English came to greet me at 
the mission house. He was a catechist of 
the American Congregationalist Mission in 
Southern India. A _ letter written to his 
missionary confirmed the statement that his 
unwillingness to go to a station to which he 
had been transferred was the moving cause 
of his coming to Burma. He had steadily 
continued to preach for about a year without 
any support from us, and had gathered quite 
a little band of followers, one of whom, our 
church durwan, was baptized with him in 
Tan. Our Burman church were so well 
satisfied with him that the deacon suggested 
helping him, and the church, not the Mis- 
sionary Union, were paying him rupees five 
a month. He had begun a Tamil service 
which was well attended by outsiders, and 
We were rejoicing over the promising out- 
look of our Tamil work; but our joy was of 
short duration. The Master had other work 
for him, and on Monday noon, March 1, 
David, the leading soul of this little band, 


was transferred to a new field, where he can 
work unhampered by the wearinesses, pains, 
and anxieties, incidental to service in this 
lower world. 

He was taken with cholera Sunday morn- 
ing, and was removed to the hospital, where 
he died. Deacon Thin and myself attended 
tothe burial. The grief of the Tamils, though 
not exhibited according to the heathen 
fashion, was deep and sincere. This was 
particularly true of our durwan, with whom 
David had made his home in the church 
compound, and who had done much towards 
supporting him. At the grave Daniel read 
2. Cor. 5., in Tamil and prayed, Deacon 
Thin prayed in Burmese, and I pronounced 
the benediction. He had won the respect 
of all who knew him here ; his record is with- 
out a stain. 

‘They that turn many to righteousness 
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.’ 
Dan.: 12, 3. 

L. H. Mosier, Prome. 


aid of the Holy Spirit.] 


HEN I look over the work of these 
three months and think of all that 
has been accomplished, it seems as if it had 
been years instead of months. 1 believe it 
is possible to “hustle the East.” It can be 
done, when God gives health, and the mis- 
sionaries are of one mind and heart. If 
any victories are achieved it will be be- 
cause the Lord gives power to 
thorough, earnest strokes put 
forth in coping with Satan; for 
he has a mighty grip on these 
poor souls and does not readily 
let one of them go, seeing they 
are to become jewels in the 
Savior’s crown. 

Two day schools have been 
started in villages. One has 
done well, the other fair; but 
it is just now closed for a while 
on account of the sickness of 
the teacher. The heathen in 
another village want a school 
and they are building a house 
for it. 

We organized a church of 
eleven members at Doolahat in 
January. Brother Swanson baptized seven 
of them the Sunday we organized. We 
had just returned from the little river, and 
were beginning the communion service by 
singing, “ There is a fountain filled with 
blood,” when a messenger came rushing in 
with a message. It was the cablegram 
bidding me go ahead with the bungalow. 
Doolahat is on the west side of our field, 
and so this is our first church in that part. 
One of their own number was chosen pas- 
tor and they are doing nicely. To-morrow 
I go there again for a few days’ work. 

The chapel at Joyhing was dedicated in 
February. The tea company furnished the 
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[Rudyard Kipling says ‘‘ You cannot hustle the East ’’ but it looks as if that is just what Mr. Firth is doing by the 


material and the brethren built it. 
sisters plastered it. 


The 
It is an especially 
good building,—is roomy, and looks well. 
At first the planter smiled a bit when I 


talked with him about it. He did not be- 
lieve that native Christians had enough 
get-up to do anything. Now he smiles 
more, and with satisfaction, to think that 


A TEA GARDEN 


IN ASSAM 


they really did it after all; and his wife is 
quite pleased, and has begun to think that 
something really can be made out of a 
native. The last time I saw her she ex- 
pressed herself as being very glad that the 
chapel had been built and that it looked so 
well. She said, “Well, there is one good 
thing about the Christian coolies. Last 
summer when the great riot occurred, out 
of from ten to twelve hundred coolies on 
this garden, the Christians were the only 
ones that did not revolt. They went faith- 
fully to their work every one of those trying 
days.” 

Fifteen have been baptized on this field 
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this quarter. 
will fancy that these people 
come to the Lord Jesus Christ 
without effort on the part of 
the missionaries and native 


I hope no one 


workers. From the first day 
until now there has not been 
one baptism but as the result 
of personal work such as the 
faithful pastor would do in 
America; but work done among 
these people does bring results. 

North Lakhimpur was the 
seat of military operations most 
of the winter. In February an 
expedition was made by the 
government of India against 
the Apa Tanang Daphlas, a 
tribe who occupy a plateau ten thousand 
feet high, a few miles to the north of us. 
One planter here had visited these people 
a few years ago and he says it is a land 
“where the willows and the cowslips grow,” 
and he wants to know why the American 
Baptists don’t send a missionary to them. 


Some of them came down to Assam and © 


killed some people near here and carried 
away some prisoners. Hence this expedi- 
tion. All was settled without bloodshed, 
but everything was in a state of great 


The addresses that I have heard have 
been strong and well calculated to remove 
from the minds of missionaries and natives 
any doubts regarding the man’s orthodoxy. 
That such a man, who had so politely lis- 
tened to the representations of Eastern 
religions and been thought by some to 
approve of them, should come out so flat- 
footed, has been a surprise to some, perhaps. 
He has had crowded houses of priests and 
others in Kyoto and Osaka. He has spoken 
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uncertainity in this station all winter. 
Brother Swanson and I are thinking that 
when the rains come on, we will start a 
training class for these workers who are 
coming up around us. 

And now, finally, here comes a letter from 
the Garo brethren at Tura, saying they want 
to send a missionary here to the Daphlas. 
We have the Daphla villages picked out 
where he is to start, and I believe the Garos 
will send him. The Lord is in this I am 
sure. 


as strongly as a man could for sound views, 
and especially dwelling on the divinity of 
Christ. I think great good will come of it; 
and his work after his return to America 
will be good, too, I think. He will repre- 
sent missions as they are. He has lived 


among missionaries all the time; has been 
ready always to give up pleasure if he could 
be of any help by speaking; has not gone 
to Nikko, but spent his time in giving ad- 
dresses.— J. L. DEARING. 
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LEAKAGE IN BENEFICENCE 


AN ADDRESS AT THE BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE’S UNION CONVENTION AT CHATTANOOGA 
BY REV. ALBERT E. WAFFLE, D. D., ALBION, N. Y. 


all live under limita- 

tions. They are narrower 

with some than with 

others; but they are not 

very wide with the most 

favored. None of us 

has an infinite amount 

of money, talent, time, 

strength, or influence; and the amount that 
most of us have is very finite. If we put 
what we have into one kind of service we 
cannot put it into another. That fact im- 
posés upon us the necessity of choosing 
what we will do with our resources. Life 
is made up mainly of choices. Every hour 
we stand at the parting of ways and are 
compelled to decide whether we will do 
anything and what we will do with our 
time, strength, money and talents. The 


choices of the Christian are governed by 


the will of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
He would have us choose not simply the 
good, but the best. Of two evils. choose 
neither; of two or more good things choose 
the best. 

A Christian life is a good deal like pack- 
ing a trunk when you are preparing to go 
away from home for a visit or a vacation. 
You bring together a great lot of things 
which seem necessary, or at least desirable, 
and pile them up around the trunk. But 
when you begin to pack you find that they 
will not all go into that limited space. 
‘Then begins a process of judicious selec- 
tion. You unpack all you have put in and 
throw aside what you can leave. Perhaps 
the process as to be repeated two or three 
times before your selections are satisfactory, 
but at last your trunk is full of things that 
are indispensable. You look ruefully at 
the things rejected, but the trunk cannot 
be stretched. It is a picture of the Chris- 


tian life. You cannot give money to sup. 
port all the good institutions in the world. 
You cannot join in every form of Christian 
effort. You must pick and choose between 
the causes presented and select those which 
are best and which have the first claim 
upon you. This is a very important law 
of the Christian life, and for want of ob- 
serving it many people fritter away their 
resources, and spread themselves out so 
thin that they become invisible as Christian 
forces. 

I wish to make a special application of 
this law to our benevolent offerings. Of 
the objects presented to us for financial aid 
the name is legion. They come from all 
quarters, they are of every conceivable 
kind, and they are pressed by all sorts of 
appeals. Pastors are obliged to stand 
guard over their churches and protect their 
people from these appeals or our great mis- 
sionary societies would not get any money 
at all. The agents of these causes turn 
their attention to our young people’s soci- 
eties and find in them fields from which 
they reap considerable harvests. Young 
people are not always discriminating, and 
if the “cause” has a tinge of romance and 
a touch of pathos about it, it appeals to 
them so strongly as to overcome their 
better judgment, and so they take a collec- 
tion for some Armenian refugee who wants 
to send for his friends; or for the starving 
Hindus; or some converted foreigner who 
is trying to educate himself to be a mis- 
sionary to his own people; or for some 
poor church that is going to lose its house 
of worship; or for some school among the 
colored people, whose dusky agent talks 
most pathetically of its needs; or for the 
“Christian Alliance,” or for the China In- 
land Mission, because these missions are 
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supposed to be so much more Christian in 
spirit and fruitful in results than those of 
our own society; so that when the Amer- 
ican Baptist Missionary Union, or the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, 
or our own state convention asks for an 
offering, our beneficence is in the condition 
of astream whose water has all been drawn 
off before it gets to the mill. That is what 
we mean by “ Leakage in Beneficence.” 

Perhaps we ought not to shut off all 
these special objects, but more care and 
discrimination are needed; and | propose 
to show in this paper that most of the 
money which we consecrate to the Lord 
ought to go into the regular channels of 
denominational effort. Consider three rea- 
sons for that opinion. 


I. THE PROSPERITY OF OUR MISSION- 
ARY ENTERPRISES. 


We should put our money where it will 
do the most good. If we would be loyal 
to Christ this must be the primary rule 
of expenditure. Waste is wicked in the 
Lord’s work as well as in any other busi- 
ness. Men who are seeking financial in- 
vestments, scrutinize the past history and 
the future prospects of different enterprises 
and go into that one which promises the 
largest returns. 

God has signally and wonderfully blessed 
the missionary and educational enterprises 
of the Baptist denomination. He has given 
us wise, consecrated and judicious men to 
manage them and made them fruitful in 
results. The truth of this statement could 
be proved with regard to all of our great 
societies, but my limited time will allow 
only one illustration, the Missionary Union. 

Among all the societies organized for the 
evangelization of the world, this society is 
accomplishing the most in proportion to the 
means at its disposal. You may take any 
basis of comparison you please and this 
assertion will still hold true. 


Let me give 


Leakage in 


Beneficence 15 


you a few figures from the statistics of 
1895, the latest available for such a com- 


parison. A fair test would be the number 
of active workers in the fields of the Mis- 
sionary Union compared with those of 
other societies in proportion to the money 
expended. Here the Union is at the head 
of the list. The average cost of their 
workers a year is $209.43. That of the 
Congregational Society is about the same, 
but that of the Methodist Episcopal Soci- 
ety ( North) is $261.49, that of the Presby- 
terian ( North) is $318.27, while that of the 
Christian Alliance, which boasts so much 
of its economy, is $499.10. But it may be 
said that our workers are not equal to 
those of the other societies in efficiency. 
The results show that they are more effici- 
ent, at least in gathering converts. Seven 
of the prominent foreign missionary socie- 
ties of this country have altogether, no 
more communicants in their churches on 
foreign fields than the Missionary Union 
alone. But these societies have, in the 


aggregate, three and three-fourths times 


the income of the Union. That is, dollar 
for dollar, the Union has three and three- 
fourths times as many converts as the 
other societies. The China Inland Mission 
is often spoken of as very successful, but 
in 1895 the Union expended only four 
times as much money as that mission and 
won fifteen times as many converts. Facts 
and figures are at hand for further com- 
parisons equally favorable to the Union, 
but I desist. Enough has been stated to 
show that if anyone wants to give money 
for the evangelization of the world he can 
find no better place to put it than the 
treasury of the Missionary Union. All 
notions to the contrary are the results of 
simple ignorance. Proper constituents of 
the Union who have been led to give their 
foreign mission money to other societies 
have been hoodwinked by false reports or 
misled by a desire to do something a little 
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out of the ordinary. The unusual has its 
attractions, but the attractions of common 
sense ought to balance them. If one wants 
to help save North America for Christ he 
can find no better agency through which to 
do it than our Home ,Mission Society. If 
he wants to aid in scattering bibles and 
other good literature over the world, our 
Publication Society offers itself as his best 
medium. An American Baptist has abso- 
lutely no excuse for withholding support 
from our own societies and giving his 
money to other agencies for the same work. 
It would require conclusive evidence of 
God’s disfavor to justify him in doing that, 
but God has signally blessed these societies 
and given us every encouragment to sup- 
port them. 

Furthermore, we ought not to scatter our 
gifts on all sorts of miscellaneous objects. 
If an unknown foreigner asks me to aid 
him in getting an education that he may go 
as a missionary to his own people, I should 
remember that the Missionary Union could 
send twice as many well-prepared and well- 
qualified young men and women to its fields 
every year, as it does, if it only had the 
money, and that if I give to this stranger I 
shall withhold from my own society. If 
some poor church in the west begs you to 
help save their meeting-house, consider that 
that is the very work which the Home 
Mission Society is doing, and that its man- 
agers are far better prepared than you are 
to judge of the merits of each case. Guer- 
illa warfare against the devil has its charms, 
but organized effort is more effective. An 
army is always better than a mob. Par- 
ticles of moisture in the form of mist have 
certain beauty, but they will do more to 
quench thirst when condensed into water. 
In the business world this is the age of 
combinations; let us combine our forces 
and concentrate our gifts for the Lord’s 
work. 

My second reason for that position is that: 


Leakage in 


Beneficence 


1]. DENOMINATIONAL SOCIETIES 
ARE SACRED TRUSTS 
descended to us as legacies from our Bap- 
tist forefathers and committed to our care 
by divine Providence. These societies 
have come to us from God through such 
men as Judson, Rice, Boardman, Colgate, 
Lincoln, Jeter, Manly, Taylor, Crawford and 
Crozer. The toils, the sacrifices, the gifts, 
the sufferings and the prayers of the men 
who founded and sustained these societies 
in the past, and especially of the men who 
have carried on their missionary work in 
home and foreign fields, make them sacred. 
The breath of their life was the breath of 
prayer, and they have been bathed in the 
blood and tears of Baptist saints and mar- 
tyrs. They have cost too much to be 
lightly esteemed or carelessly neglected. 
The glorious work which these societies 
have done in the past is only a preface to 
the grander work which they can do in the 

future. 

Now these societies are providentially on 
our hands. God has put the present gen- 
eration of Baptists in charge of them. Our 
relation to them is somewhat like that of 
parents to their children. We are respon- 
sible for their care so long as they exist. 
If parents neglect their own children, they 
can hardly expect them to be fed and 
clothed and educated by their neighbors. 
If we fail to support our missionary socie- 
ties, they will not be supported by Metho- 
dists or Presbyterians or Episcopalians. 
They are on our hands, and our action will 
determine their future success or failure. 

This responsibility rests on all Baptists 
alike. It does not meet it for one to say: 
“Qh yes, our societies are all right. 1 be- 
lieve in supporting them, but this special 
object appeals more strongly to me; other 
people will take care of the missionary 
societies.” That is dangerous reasoning. 
I know of no better rule for the govern 
ment of the Christian in his relation to 
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others than this: What will become of 
that interest for which J am responsible 
with others if all should do as I do? 
What would become of the church? What 
would become of the prayer meeting? 
What would become of the Sunday School 
if all should follow my course? It is a 
test question to determine whether I am 
destroying or upbuilding. Now suppose 
all Baptists should claim the right to 
scatter their missionary offerings where 
they please? That would mean the prac- 
tical destruction of our societies. Personal 
liberty is a great thing, but the recognition 
of personal responsibility is a greater. It 
is nonsense to say that if these societies 
are doing the Lord’s work, he will provide 
them with the necessary means. It would 
be just as sensible for parents to neglect 
their children with the expectation that God 
will work a miracle to feed them. He has 
placed these societies in our hands and 
made us responsible for their support. As 
a rule, God appoints people who pray his 
agents to answer their own prayers. 

The question recurs, What shall we do 
with our missionary societies? Shall we 
leave them to perish? Their splendid his- 
tory, their present successes and their grand 
opportunities forbid such neglect. For ex- 
ample, if we should allow our Missionary 
Union to go down, the whole Christian 
world would denounce it as an unpardon- 
able crime and a lasting disgrace to the 
Baptist denomination. But who are to sus- 
tain these societies? All Baptists in the 
churches which they represent. It is freely 
admitted that they are our agents, our ser- 
vants, and if they were not doing our work 
well we could reform them or discharge 
them, and form new societies for the same 
purposes; but that does not change the 
principle that we are bound to sustain our 
own. The fact is our societies are doing 
our work well, and we have no reason for 
abandoning them and scattering our offer- 
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ings upon all sorts of miscellaneous objects. 
This is not a question of preference. The 
call is one for faithfulness to a sacred trust. 
It comes from the voice of the imperative 
“ought.” We must hear and heed that 
call or we shall weaken the springs of 
moral action. The only way to build up 
moral character, and to extend the king- 
dom of God, and to crown Jesus king of 
our lives is to be faithful to our obliga- 
tions and to do the best that we know. In 
these societies we have a sacred trust; the 
great question for us is, Are we trustworthy ? 

My third reason for believing that our 


gifts should go mainly to our own societies 
is that: 
III. Baptist PRINCIPLES ARE IMPOR 
TANT 
and should be promulgated. 

1. Two forms of Christianity have been 
in the world ever since Judaism and hea- 
thenism were mingled with the doctrines 
and practices of the early churches. These 
two forms differ so radically in their nature 
that both cannot be true. One must be 
false and spurious, and therefore calculated 
to hinder the salvation of souls and the 
extension of the kingdom. One teaches 
that the Christian religion is a matter of 
forms and ceremonies; that there is a kind 
of sacred magic in certain consecrated 
things by virtue of which they can impart 
life and holiness; that the church can give 
such power to baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per and other rites, that the observance of 
them will make one a Christian and accept- 
able to God. 

The other view is that one becomes a 
Christian through a work of God in the 
soul; that one fruit of that work is per- 
sonal faith in a personal Savior who may 
be personally known; and that the new life 
is led by daily submission to his will, and is 
sustained by daily appropriation of his 
nature and power. Baptists stand for the 
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latter idea of the essential nature of Chris- 
tianity. If it be claimed that Christians of 
other names are equally strenuous in hold- 
ing this New Testament doctrine and 
equally faithful in teaching it, we answer 
that the practice of Baptists alone is in 
conformity to it. For example, infant bap- 
tism is a direct outgrowth of the former 
idea, and helps to perpetuate it in the 
world. 

2. Baptists stand for the revealed word 
as the only rule of faith and practice. In 
deciding questions of doctrine and ordi- 
nances, they throw out tradition, the deci- 
sions of councils, and the authority of 
ecclesiastics — even that of the fathers — 
and insist on going back to the inspired 
word, They declare that the Bible is a 
divine book, that it contains God’s revela- 
tion to man, and that it is a sufficient guide 
in religion. They hold and teach that strict 


adherence to the Book is essential to purity 
of faith; that if we tolerate the principle 


that additions or subtractions or modifica- 
tions may be made, we must allow every 
sect and every individual to add or subtract 
or modify as he may think best, and we 
shall have the human mixed with the divine, 
and hopeless corruption of doctrine and 
endless vagaries in practice. In this lit- 
eral adherence to the divine word Baptists, 
using the name in a broad sense, stand 
absolutely alone. ‘They alone have no un- 
biblical practices which they must defend 
with extra Biblical arguments, and thus 
surrender the principle of loyalty to the 
word. 

3. Baptists stand for simple loyalty to 
the will of Christ. We believe that he was 
made “head over all things to the church,” 
and that when God said “this is my beloved 
son; hear ye him,” he enunciated a uni- 
versal law. We believe that his will is 
supreme and that his will may be known. 
In many things we are inconsistent with 
our doctrine, but this at least is what we 


Leakage in Peneficence 


teach. Wedo not rank Calvin, or Luther, 
or Wesley, or Campbell, or any other man 
however great and good, along with Christ 
and mix their teaching with his. A good 
Baptist tries to get back to Christ and to 
hear his voice unmixed with human voices, 
We believe that what he commands we 
ought to do. His word is supreme and 
final on all questions of religion and morals, 

These are fundamental and important 
principles. They constitute the very foun- 
dations of New Testament religion. So 
far as other denominations accept and 
teach them, let us be thankful, and let us 
give them due credit for their loyalty and 
faithfulness. At the same time Baptists 
still have a mission in the world in that 
they alone push these principles to the 
front and make their practice consistent 
with them. For this reason our money 
ought to go to sustain Baptist causes in- 
stead of being scattered among miscella- 
neous objects. If our principles are worth 
contending for —if they justify a separate 
denominational existence —they are worth 
sustaining and promulgating. The simple 
question is, shall we use our money to dis- 
seminate pure Biblical truth, or truth mixed 
with error? Shall we choose the best, or 
something lower than the best? 

In this age of false liberalism, of religious 
laxness, of sickly sentimentalism, it takes 
back-bone to be a good Baptist. To refuse 
to give to some other object on the ground 
that you must save your money for the 
Baptist cause requires firmness and cour- 
age. Too many are like that college 
president who was notorious for never 
taking and maintaining a decided stand on 
any question. On an occasion when this 
quivering, gelatinous disposition had been 
especially manifest, one of his professors 
said of him, “he hasn't lime enough in his 
spinal column to whitewash the bald spot 
on his head.” We have Baptists of that 
kind in some parts of the country, but | 


hope the rising generation will all be of a 
better kind. Spurgeon tells of a printer 
who, setting up the text about Daniel, “ He 
had an excellent spirit in him,” made it 
read “He had an excellent sive in him.” 
It was not very much of a mistake. Was 
it not true that Daniel was able to stand 
against the almost overwhelming influences 
of a heathen city, to be loyal to his God in 
spite of every temptation, and to continue 
his religious duties in the face of the 
greatest danger because he had an excellent 
spine in him? 

It may be said that the views | have been 
advocating are narrow. So much the bet- 
ter. I am not afraid of that question-beg- 
ging epithet. Narrowness is often a virtue. 
Breadth may be one of the worst of vices. 
In that famous Congress of Religions on 
Mt. Carmel — not in Chicago — Elijah did 
not think it necessary to be broad enough 
to fraternize with the prophets of Baal. 
Paul was narrow when he said, “ If any man 
preacheth unto you any gospel other than 
that which ye received, let him be anath- 
ema.” John was narrow when he wrote: 
“If any one cometh unto you and bringeth 
not this teaching, receive him not into your 
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house, and give him no greetings; for he 
that giveth him greeting partaketh in his 
evil works.” I am willing to stand with 
such narrow men as Elijah and Paul and 
John. 

The spirit of our age is falsely liberal. 
It would make us believe that all religions, 
even heathen religions, are equally good. 
It is a sickly and sentimental opinion. Loy- 
alty to Christ and to his word is far better. 
If we have faith and courage to be true to 
him, we need not fear being called hard 
names. 

Furthermore, narrowness of a certain kind 
is essential to the highest efficiency. A 
river that is spread out over a broad valley 
has no power to turn a mill. To give it 
momentum and force it must be brought 
into a narrow channel. A small quantity of 
gun-powder compressed into a narrow tube 
will send a ball further than tons of it in 
a loose pile. Wasting nothing through 
bad judgment or weak sentimentalism, let 
us concentrate our efforts and our gifts on 
the best objects, that they may tell most for 
Christ and his glorious cause. “The love 


of Christ constraineth us,’’ narrows us, so 
that we say: “ This one thing I do.” 


— 


A RIVER IN 
SUSPENSION BRIDGE BUILT BY REV. E 


ASSAM 


W. CLARK, BAPTIST MISSIONAKY 


THE MIRIS 


REV JOSEPH PAUL, PATHALIPAM, ASSAM 


HE term Miri means “a-go-between,” 
and was originally applied by the 
Assamese to those Abor tribes which lived 
near the Assam border, and acted as in- 
terpreters and traders between the more 
remote hill tribes and the Assamese them- 
selves. 

The hill tribe known as Bor-Abors which 
occupies the mountains to the northeast of 
the Lakhimpur district, has been a numer- 
ous and powerful tribe as far back as any- 
thing can be known about it. It is certain 
that previous to the close of the last century, 
several branches of this tribe had broken off 
from the parent stock, and had occupied 
other hills and valleys than those in which 
their fathers dwelt. Being separated into 


several petty tribes, quarrels soon arose 
which led to hatred and war; so that from 
about 1790 to 1827 fighting seems to have 
been their principal occupation. 


By this 
means some of these tribes or families had 
become so reduced in numbers, that they 
were utterly unable to continue the conflict 
with their more numerous opponents. But 
Providence stepped in here, in the form of 
a British force which occupied the Brahma- 
putra valley as a defensive measure during 
the war with Burma, in 1824-6; and in this 
case, as in most others, the British had not 
only come, they had come to stay. At least 
this force was sufficiently strong and per- 
manent in the eyes of these poor war-weary 
wanderers, to cause several families known 
as Miris, to run with gladness for protection 
under the outstretched arms of the new gov- 
ernment, which had by this time possessed 
itself of all Assam. 

The fact that none of these first immi- 
grants cared to return to the hills, and the 
uniform good reports of the peaceful state 
of affairs in the valley led many others to 
descend into the plains nearest their own 
mountain camps; so that within the space 


of ten years from the time the first Miri 
families came into Assam, the majority of 
several small tribes had found new and per- 
manent homes on the banks of Lakhimpur’s 
many streams. From that time until the 
present but few additions have been made 
by new arrivals from the hills. Living in 
peace, plenty and quietness, those who first 
came have increased in numbers more rap- 
idly than any people in Assam, excepting, 
perhaps, the Bengalis; until at the present 
time there are not less than 45,000 Miri 
souls in and near the Lakhimpur district. 

The Miris live, without known exception, 
close to the water, in villages comprised on 
an average of fifteen well-built houses, with 
from three to five families in each house. 
In this respect the Miris are far ahead of 
any people in the Lakhimpur district. The 
houses are elevated three to five feet from 
the ground on strong posts, and are about 
fifteen to twenty feet wide and forty-five to 
seventy feet long. In front of each house 
there is a porch, which is nothing more 
than a continuation of the roof without 
walls. In addition to the dwelling houses, 
there are in most villages, high granaries, 
one or two houses for cattle, and a large 
shed or sheds, where the women and girls 
sit and weave the cloth for their families 
and sing the ditties of the day. 

Although the Miris in the plains are quite 
uniform in their way of living and building, 
and although to the casual observer they are 
one people, they are divided at the present 
time into about thirty distinct clans, a list 
of the names of which I would rather ex- 
hibit than try to pronounce. 

The predominant ethnical characteristic of 
the Abor and all his Miri children is decid- 
edly Mongolian. Yet one meets here and 
there a group of Miris whose sharper fea- 
tures betray the presence of Caucasian 
blood. There is not perhaps in all history 
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written, sufficient fact to enable anyone to 
state exactly the ethnical relations of any 
tribe in Assam, much less the Assamese 
themselves, whose blood is like their reli- 
gion, fearfully and wonderfully mixed. 
Whatever mixture 
or intermixture of 
peoples has taken 
place in the past to 
produce the Miri 
of to-day, we know 
not. But this we 
know, God has 
made of one blood 
all nations of men 
to dwell on the 
face of the earth, 
and the Miri is in 
that all, as he is in 
the “all the world” 
in which Jesus has 
sent his gospel. 
Having brought 
into drowsy Assam 
the blood which ran 
for many genera- 
tions in the veins 
of their mountain- 
climbing fore- 
fathers, the Miris 
are of a much finer 
physique than the 
native Assamese. 
Generally speaking 
they are not much 
taller than their 
neighbors, but they 
carry an average 
of ten or twelve pounds more weight than 
the natives of the soil. This extra weight 
is seen in‘the larger bone and firmer 
muscle of the Miri. But his superior 
physique is not entirely due to a mountain 
ancestry; for these people possess some 
energy which being spent in the cultiva- 
tion of land, hewing timber, and propelling 
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boats, has the effect of developing the mus- 
cular system to an admirable extent. It 
must not be inferred from this, that the 
Miris are a very energetic people, they 
are only energetic when compared with 
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other peoples in the Brahmaputra Valley. 

When in their mountain homes, it seems 
to me that these people must have been 
simple and truthful; for with the exception 
of those who live near large towns where 
buying and selling with other people is 
necessary, they are not entitled to the name 
liars given to the Cretians when Paul wrote 
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to Titus; and in many other respects they 
show that they have breathed a purer moral 
atmosphere than most of the people by 
whom they are surrounded. In spite of all 
this, the Miris are not angels nor are they 
good men in the truest sense of the word; 
they are selfish, and they have their full 
share of that suspiciousness which is so 
characteristic of the Mongolian peoples. If 
you tell a Miri anything, he pretends to 
believe you at once, but it is quite clear 
from his conduct that he is searching for a 
proof that what you say is truth. And if 
you tell him anything for his own good, he 
thinks a greater good will result to you than 
to himself if he believes it. He cannot 
conceive the idea which underlies the word 
disinterestedness, 

The Miris, too, many of them, are m#aud 
drinkers. In some villages this habit is so 
prevalent that the majority of the people 
will show its effects at the same time. At 
such times they are annoyingly generous, 
too exceedingly polite, and ready to believe 


anything, from Sinai, Calvary, Benares or 


Mecca. But this habit is by no means 
universal among them. In many villages 
no signs of it appear. The use of opium 
is quite extensive among them; perhaps 
most of them use a little in some shape or 
form; yet it is but a minority of this people 
who are slaves to this terrible drug. There 
is but one word I would use in connection 
with this habit, whether regarded from its 
permission, prevalence or products, it is 
horrible. 

The Miris are a law-abiding people. Hav- 
ing plenty of food and drink for themselves, 
they mind their own business — which seems 
to consist principally in preparing these 
good things for consumption. No little 
share of this work falls to the lot of the 
women and girls who, in addition to doing 
household work and weaving cloth, do much 
in the rice fields from seed-time to harvest. 
The women are quite skilful in making 
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several kinds of cloth, and as a result their 
families are as well clad as any people in 
Assam. The only improvement one could 
wish in this respect is that they would begin 
to clothe their children at an earlier age 
than they do; for many of these go until 
they are eight or ten years old before they 
don a garment. 

There is very little to disturb the domestic 
tranquility of these people in homes where 
the husband has but one wife; but where two 
or more wives are owned by one husband, 
as is sometimes the case with those who are 
very well-to-do, there is often much trouble. 
Marriage is in most cases a simple matter 
of barter between the father of girls and 
the seekers after wives. Yet in many 
Miri homes there is every appearance of 
affection. 

Having been in Assam for at least three 
quarters of a century, it is not strange that 
these people should have come to some ex- 
tent under the influence of Hinduism. But 
it is plain to me that the Miri regards Hin- 
duism as a social, rather than a religious 
system. Some few of them have been suf- 
ficiently well instructed in Hindu mythology 
to put forward the claims of Ram and 
Krishna, when they are told that there is 
but one Name under heaven given among 
men whereby they might be saved; and to 
be very angry when shown that these names 
belonged to sinful men rather than to a sin- 
less Deity. In most cases, however, when 
you ask one of these men why he observes 
this or that Hindu custom, he will reply 
“Because the Assamese do the same.” 
There is no doubt but what the *Gukhis 
have some influence over these people, but 
in spite of all the Gukhis in Assam (and 
their name is legion, ) the Miri sticks to his 
chicken, his pork and mutton with such a 
determination that one has said, “If the 
Miri has a god at all, that god is his pet 
(stomach. )” 
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Paul spoke to the Christians at Ephesus 
as those who had been dead in trespasses 
and sins. Ezekiel in his vision saw a valley 
full of very dry bones; but what Ezekiel 
saw in a vision we see in an awful spiritual 
reality in the Brahmaputra valley. None 
were ever more dead in trespasses and sins 
than the Miris. With regard to sin their 
consciences are not only seared, they are 
charred. When you tell them that lying, 
stealing, and many other things are sins, 
they agree with you at once; but they have 
not the remotest idea that such things con- 
cern them individually. Yet we have seen 
sufficient of the effects of “ preaching as we 
are commanded,” to give us hope that the 
Eternal Breath of God will cause even these 
Miris to stand upon their feet as those who 
have been quickened from the dead. 

So far our work among these people has 
been successful, as far as the human eye 
can discern. Of course it has been of a 
pioneering, seed-sowing nature. Not less 
than fifty villages have been visited, in 
most of which large crowds have listened to 
the gospel as preached by our one preacher, 
who has been faithful and earnest in his 
presentation of the gospel message; and 
has been skilful and wise in exposing the 
vanity and wickedness of the Hindu system. 
In addition to the direct preaching, we have 
answered inquiries, and spent many hours 
each day in explaining the word of God as 
best we could. And there are in the hands 
of the Miris about one hundred and fifty 
copies of the gospels in Assamese, which 
they have bought, besides catechisms and 


other religious publications. In some 


places much interest has been shown, 
many inquiries have been made, and warm 
invitations have been given to come again ; 
while in other places total indifference to 
our efforts has been coupled with a request 


to take these heavenly things somewhere 
else, 
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The languages spoken by the Daphlas, 
Miris and Abors are shown by Mr. Need- 
ham to be almost identical. They belong 
to the Tibeto-Burman group of languages; 
anyone having acquired the Abor would 
readily speak the Miri or Daphla. Yet 
each petty tribe of Miris or Daphlas within 
the plains, or in the mountains, is said to 
have many words peculiar to itself. The 
only works in the Abor-Miri language of 
which I have heard are a “ Vocabulary and 
Phrase Book,” by Captain E. F. Smith, 
23d B. N. I., printed at the Mission Press 
in Sibsagor in 1847, and an “ Outline Gram- 
mar of the Shaiyang-Miri Language,” by J. 
F. Needham, Assistant Political Officer, 
Sadiya (1886). To anyone working among 
the Hill Miris or Daphlas these works might 
prove useful. But Iam more and more con- 
vinced that the Assamese is the better lan- 
guage for work among the Miris of the plains, 
and has the advantage of being known by 
many other peoples living near them. 

In the matter of education these people 
are as far behind as any in Assam. There 
are several schools on the Ronga River, 
several on the Subansiri, two on the Guna 
Suti, and two or three on the Brahmaputra. 
These are, with one known exception, con- 
ducted by Assamese (Hindu) pandits. By 
their efforts about eight per cent of the Miris 
men and boys can read Assamese and a less 
percentage of them possesses some knowl- 
edge of writing in the Bengali character. 
To us this shows the wonderful providence 
of God, for had the Miris no knowledge of 
the written language the story of the life of 
Christ as told by Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John would at this moment be a closed 
book to them, whereas by this knowledge 
they can and do read that word, “ which is 
quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword,” even that word which is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. 


A GOOD METHOD 


(The following method is that in use at the South Baptist Church, Hartford, Conn., Rev. Frank Dixon, pastor, and 
by which benevolence has been increased 300 per cent in three years.] 


SPIRIT’S INSTRUCTIONS TO 
THE GIVER. 


THE 


Motives for Giving: Remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself 
said, It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive. —Acts 20: 35. 

Give, and it shall be given unto you... . 
For with what measure ye mete it shall be 
measured to you again. — Luke 6: 38. 

And ye are not your own; for ye were 
bought with a price. —1 Cor. 6: 20. 

For it is as when a man, going into an- 
other country, called his own servants, and 
delivered unto them his goods. — Matt. 25: 
14. 

So then each one of us shall give account 
of himself to God.— Rom. 14: 12. 

Glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
— Matt. 5: 16. 

And if I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and if I give my body to be burned, 
but have not love, it profiteth me nothing. 
—1 Cor. 13: 3. 

System of Giving: Upon the first day 
of the week let each one of you lay by him 
in store, as he may prosper.—1. Cor. 16: 2. 

How Much to Give: For if the readi- 
ness is there, it is acceptable according as 
a man hath, not according as he hath not. 
—2 Cor. 8: 12. 

He that soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully.—2 Cor. 9: 6. 

The liberal soul shall be made fat: And 
he that watereth shall be watered also him- 
self.-— Prov. 11, 25. 

And he sat over against the treasury, and 
beheld how the multitude cast money into 
the treasury; and many that were rich cast in 
much. And there came a poor widow, and 
she cast in two mites.— Mark 12: 41, 42. 

Bring ye the whole tithe into the store- 
house, that there may be meat in mine 
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house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.— Mal. 3: Io. 

The Jew, under the law, gave at least 
one-tenth of his total income,—shall the 
disciple of Jesus, under grace, do less? 


All gifts that bring blessing to the giver 
are made primarily unto Jesus Christ: their 
bestowment upon this or that person, or 
society, will determine the blessing they 
bring to others,—our blessing is in the 
giving. 

The world says “ Charity begins at home:” 
Jesus says just the opposite, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Water 
flows freshest and purest from the spring 
that is being continually emptied. The light 
that shines farthest shines brightest at home. 
Jesus told His disciples to begin preaching 
at Jerusalem, where none of them lived. 
The church that gives most generously to 
the needs of the world always provides 
most bountifully for its local needs. 

Give, not from friendship for any man, or 
momentary impulse, but from loyalty to 
Jesus Christ, as a fixed principle of conduct, 
a method of worship. Set aside a definite 
portion of your weekly income for the Lord's 
uses, and offer it to Him regularly with love 
and joy and praise. 

Give something to every object that has 
a claim upon the church to which you be- 
long. 

Determine your gifts, not by what others 
do, but by your own ability as indicated by 
what you have, and by what you earn, bear- 
ing in mind that God will accept your gifts 
as a measure of your appreciation of the 
salvation of His Son. 
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PLEDGE OF WEEKLY GIFTS TO OUR LORD 
Jesus CHRIST THROUGH THE TREAS- 
URY OF BENEVOLENCES OF THE SOUTH 
Baptist CHURCH. 


Beginning with the........Sunday in.............. 
18....., 1 promise to give the following sum 
weekly to promote the cause of Christ in 
the world, beyond my local church: 


To BE APPORTIONED AS FOLLOWS: 


A Baptismal Question. 


To Home Missions, 


To Ministerial Education, 
To Hartford Baptist City Missions,............ 


This pledge has no reference to the be- 
ginning or end of a year, but shall stand as 
above, until I am able to increase it, or 
compelled by serious cause to withdraw it. 
In either event, I will at once inform the 
Treasurer of Benevolences. 


This offering distinct from expenses of 
the South Baptist Church. 


HE students’ class of young preachers 
are on the second chapter of Acts. 
This question came up: The Holy Spirit 
was poured on from on high. Now as they 
were to be baptized with the Spirit, does 
that indicate that the spirit baptism was 
done by pouring? A fresh hand said it 
looked that way; any how that was what 
they taught on the other side of the river. 
But what say the rest of you? “Not at 
all!” spoke up two or three at once. “ Pour- 
ing is not baptism.” Right! but you must 
now justify your views from the chapter we 
have in hand. It so happened that we had 
a capital illustration just at hand. The 
Sunday before about twenty had been bap- 
tized,— our baptismal pool is fed by living 
springs, and usually has plenty of water, 
enough to baptize thousands in, but just 
how it is very dry there was hardly water 
enough —so some scores of bucketsful had 
been drawn from the well and poured into 
the pool to make it deep enough, then the 
immersion took place, but the pouring and 
the immersing were not the same; the pour- 
ing was first done till the fullness of element 


A BAPTISMAL QUESTION 


REV. WILLIAM ASHMORE, D.D., SWATOW, CHINA 


was provided and then followed the im- 
mersion. 

All clear so far. Now, does this illustra- 
tion suit the Scripture statements? Yes. 
Look closely for yourselves. In the fifth 
verse of the first chapter, it says, “Ye shall 
be baptized with [or in] the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence.” You get hold of that, 
do you? Yes. Well, now look along to the 
second verse of the second chapter. What 
does it say there about the coming of the 
Spirit? ‘It filled all the house where they 
were sitting.” It was a full baptistry, and 
it had been filled by pouring out of the 
Spirit from on high, just as we filled our 
baptismal pool before we immersed. It is 
thus literally true that the multitude of the 
disciples were baptized in the spirit as well 
as by the Spirit and with the Spirit. The 
Spirit was all around them, and all in them 
through and through. We are to be im- 
mersed in the Spirit as well as filled with the 
Spirit— just as air is all around us and all 
in us—just as we have one God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all and 
in you all.— The Clarendon Light. 
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I. can speak of progress here. Since 

last we wrote, the school has been 
opened and the boys of this village, with 
the most influential men, are coming daily 
to read. At present the school can only be 
said to be in its infancy, so as little as pos- 
sible had better be said about it, although 
1 feel confident that our daily intercourse 
with the few that come —twenty-one in all 
—will help us a great deal in getting the 
confidence of the people. They know little 
what disinterestedness is, consequent on 
their never having seen it in other people 
let alone themselves, so that our mission 
here is looked upon with some suspicion. 
However, this is what might be expected, 
and we do not trouble our minds in the 
least, save to try and drive away as much 
as possible, in our dealings with them, all 
suspicious thoughts, and we feel sure of 
success in the near future. 

Several indications of their faith in us 
have been shown of late, notably in the case 
of a father and his son, who is in the school. 
The boy has a very bad ulcer on his neck, 
and we proposed his going down to the 
capital with us, and see the civil surgeon 
of the Charitable Hospital. They came, 
and took it for granted all would be right, 
although in the past the medical authorities’ 
dealings with the Nagas have been anything 
but charitable. It has been touching to 
notice how much the boy wished to be near 
us while there. He had never left his 
mountain home before, and it was a joy to 
us to see how much dependence he and his 
father put on us. 

As more opportunities of conversing with 
them have been given us, we find those who 
can speak Manipuri with any fluency are a 
great deal in the minority. We feel it, 
therefore, important to learn their own lan- 
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guage, and this has been part of the daily 
routine. By the end of the rains it is hoped 
there will be sufficient known to enable us 
to go and preach the gospel to the villages 
around. We hoped to do so this cold sea- 
son, but apart from our little knowledge of 
the language, the health of Mrs. Pettigrew 
demanded quiet. Moreover, there was a 
great deal of argument given and taken, and 
also delay, before we could get the villagers 
to send their boys to school. Another part 
of the day’s work has been the writing 
out of Luke’s Gospel, which is hoped will 
be ready for the printers in a few months’ 
time. 

The Gospel of John, printed last year, 
and brought up by us last December, has 
not met with the reception one could wish, 
consequent on a price being asked for each 
copy. Not being able to sell myself, we 
got the only native Christian here—a Garo, 
named Roh Ram, who was taught by Dr. 
Bronson many years ago, and who is now 
a medical compounder—to sell the books 
if possible, but no one would take. In the 
hope that some may read, understand and 
believe, we have asked him to distribute 
them free amongst those who can read. 
May the Lord graciously lead many to look 
into the things which concern their souls 
and find peace and joy through faith in 
Christ. 

Education is going on apace in the valley, 
and my last visit—this month —to examine 
the schools, proves that the Manipuris are 
becoming still more alive to its benefits. 
The school I first built and started, in 1594, 
for four boys, has now risen to 165 on the 
register, and last Government examination 
—the first school examination ever held in 
the State—my school passed six boys, one 
gaining a scholarship. 


A NAGA VILLAGE IN THE HILLS OF ASSAM 
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THE EARTHQUAKE AT NOWGONG 


Yesterday at 5.15 P. M..we experienced the 
most severe earthquake that has probably ever 
been known in Assam. We had just finished 
our meeting with the Sunday School teachers 
when we noticed a trembling of the earth. Ina 
a minute or two we rushed out of the house. 
The ground shook so we felt like falling over. 
Our house was swaying back and forth so we 
feared the walls would fall in. As soon as the 
big shake of perhaps two minutes was over, the 
water in many places came boiling up through 
the surface of the ground. In places great 
cracks were made, and in other places the ground 
settled from one to six feet. The natives here 
never saw anything of the kind and thought the 
world was coming to an end. ‘The Christians 
rushed to our compound, and some screamed 
and others prayed. Bushels of plaster fell from 
the walls of our old bungalows; but the houses 
stand, although the walls and some of the posts 
are wrenched out of place, and it will take sev- 
eral hundred rupees to make them as good as 
they were before the earthquake. All through 
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the night there have been slight shocks every 
half hour or so, and frequently to-day. 

The half-dozen wells in the place are filled up 
with sand; one has been dug out and is found 
badly cracked. The court house, treasury, post 
office, circuit house, and deputy commissioner’s 
bungalow are so badly injured it is thought they 
will have to be all torn down and rebuilt. There 
was not much sleep here last night. Our Chris- 
tians all gathered in our chapel, and after a little 
prayer meeting they lay on the floor and tried to 
sleep some between the shocks. We do not an- 
ticipate any more severe shocks, and expect the 
frequent trembling motion soon to stop. We do 
not yet know how widespread the earthquake 
has been. ‘The telegraph wires are out of order, 
the new railroad is in such a condition that trains 
are stopped, and no mail has yet come from 
Gauhati. We hear of some villages about in this 
district that are injured. It makes us realize the 
power of our God. Oh! that the natives may 
put their trust in Him! Am thankful to say we 
are all well and no lives are lost. 

Mrs. P. H. Moore. 
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REV. J. SPEICHER 


Kir YANG, March 22, 1897. 

God has continued to bless us. Sunday morn- 
ing, March 14,I baptized 15 out of 25 applicants 
into the name of thetriune God. In the after- 
noon we celebrated the Lord’s Supper. It was 
a day full of blessing. How one does learn to 
love these poor brethren in Christ ! 

Sunday, March 21, the worshippers at our new 
station Lau Kug, opened their new chapel. The 
chapel is worth over $600. They have raised all 
of it except about $125. Since writing my last 
report we have opened another new station at a 
place called Chim Khne, about 30 miles south- 
west of Kit Yang. I have stationed a good 
preacher there who has already opened a school 
for boys and young men. Besides this he preaches 
the gospel every evening to the new worship- 
pers. The attendance on Sunday is more than 
100. About 20 or 30 men have put away their 
idols and now worship the true God in spirit and 
truth. May the Word of God continue to pros- 
per and spread among these people. 


THE HAKKA MISSION 


Kayin.— The last quarter has certainly been 
the busiest and happiest, and apparently the 
most successful of any similar period in my mis- 
sionary life. Feb. 7 we had our first baptisms,— 
a man and a woman,— the latter probably the 
first Kayin woman to follow the Lord in baptism. 
We have some inquirers, and in a week or two I 
shall begin a class for the instruction of those who 
are seeking admission to the church. I think 
there will be five or six in the class, and doubt- 
less before the end of the quarter some will be 
ready for baptism. 


MR. THOMAS HILL 


NruMBa, March 24, 1897. 


On the journey to Lukunga we pass through 
many villages thickly populated that need to be 
taught the way of life. Truly ‘‘the harvest is 
great, and the laborers are few.’’ 

At Tumba we have services with the natives 
every Sunday morning; sometimes from eighty 
to one hundred men and boys crowd into the 
little grass built chapel; in the afternoon the 
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We have held sixty-six public meetings during 
the quarter, with an average attendance of fifty. 
Our Christian boys are a great help in the sing- 
ing, and take part in the meeting too. We are 
getting hold of the people and building up a 
steadier congregation. 

A change is coming over the temper of the 
people. Many say that Christianity is the com- 
ing religion, and that they will embrace it when 
the cause is stronger, and some are about ready 
to come out now. Inthe city of Hinnen, a day’s 
journey westward, a round hundred baptisms have 
taken place already this year. The tidal wave is 
coming this' way, and with God’s blessing on 
hard work we hope to see many almost per- 
suaded ones cast in their lot with us. 

Rev. GEORGE CAMPBELL. 


H. J. OPENSHAW 


Yacuow, March 7, 1897. 

I have frequent calls to opium-poisoning cases. 
Last week had two, both of whom we saved. 
One, a young fellow twenty-one, of good fam- 
ily, had lost heavily at gambling, the other a 
mother with two children. She had quarrelled 
with her husband, and thus sought to end all. 
Thus we find opportunities to carry the ligh 
into these darkened homes, and to tell of One 
who is able to save the soul, even as our ‘‘ Yoh ’”’ 
medicines can save the body. 

We go to these cases at any or all times and 
never ask acent. ‘The foreign teacher is very 
different from our teachers’’ is an expression we 
not infrequently hear, and then, again, we hope 
that the life lived among them, and these acts of 
service may help to deliver them from the bond- 
age in which they live. 


coast men who are working for the railroad 
gather to listen to the gospel, while in the even- 
ing a service is held, especially for the mission- 
aries. On Wednesday evenings a class for Scrip- 
ture teaching is opened for the native Christian 
boys working on the various stations. In our 
service with the boys in the morning, we some- 
times have eighteen or twenty carriers seated on 
the floor of our room listening to the Gospel. 
In this way we can sow the seed beside all 


waters. 


the appeals continually coming to the Executive Committee. 


AN APPEAL. 


TENALI, Feb. 28, 1897. 
To the Honored Secretary of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union, Boston: 


DEAR Sir: We, the undersigned, Chris- 
tians and members of the American Baptist 
Mission at Bapatla, but residing in Rapalli 
Talug (now called Tenali Taluq), beg to pre- 
sent the following petitionary letter : 

A few years ago there were no Christians 
either in Bapatla or in Rapalli Talugs. But 
when traders came from Ongole to our vil- 
lages, about forty to eighty miles’ distance, we 
heard about Christ and about the church in 
Ongole. One of our number, the first on the 
following list of names, became interested, 
and went with some of those traders as far as 
Ongole to learn more about Christ. This 
was in 1871. A few years later the same 
person took a number of others from the vil- 
lages near his home with him to Ongole, and 
they were baptized. So, from time to time, 
Christians were added to our number in both 
the above-named Taluqs, until the year 1882, 
when there were so many of.us that we petiti- 
oned Rev. Dr. Clough, of Ongole, to ask that 
a missionary be sent to us. In the following 
year Rev. E. Bullard was sent to open a mis- 
sion station at Bapatla. The inhabitants of 
Rapalli Taluq, feeling that the people of Ra- 
palli could not be reached well from Bapatla, 
continued to desire that another station should 
be opened in their own Taluq. To this Rev. 
Mr. Bullard assured them that the subject 
would receive attention, and that in due time 
a missionary would be sent there also. Up 
to this time we are still hoping for such a 
missionary, though since Rev. Mr. Bullard 
left us no one has come, but Rev. Mr. Owen, 
of Bapatla, continues to care for the work in 
both Rapalli and Bapatla Talugs. Rapalli 
Taluq is in the Krishna delta, and hence 
largely under irrigation. This makes it ex- 
ceedingly difficult during most of the year to 
travel from village to village ; much more so 
to go as far as Bapatla, which is out of the 


A STATEMENT AND AN APPEAL 


[The following affecting appeal from the Christians of Tenali Taluq, of the Telugu field, India, is but an example of 
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It is these appeals and the open doors for the gospel 


which make the heart bleed at the inability to answer and enter.— Ep.} 


Taluq, and very inaccessible to most of our 
villages. Very many of our members, espe- 
cially the female portion, have never seen the 
town of Bapatla, and do not think it possible 
to go there, and so can never be reached or 
cared for so well from there. The popula- 
ulation, moreover, of Rapalli Taluq is very 
large, much greater than most Talugs in this 
country. There are between 300 and 400 
towns and villages in this Talug alone, which 
is far more than any missionary can fully care 
for. We therefore believe that it would be 
very much to the interests of the Christians 
and to the cause of Christ if a mission station 
can be opened in some central town within 
our Taluq. There are considerably more than 
a thousand Baptist members in Rapalli Taluq. 
In behalf of these we therefore send this 
petition to the Society in America. We have 
presented the same petition several years ago 
to Rev. Mr. Bullard, and again since then to 
Rev. Mr. Owen, and we now beg to remind 
you of our great need, and pray that a mis- 
sionary may be sent as soon as possible to 
Rapalli Taluq. Weare desirous of doing our 
duty as Christians, and of taking care of our 
own churches. But at present our members 
are not in large numbers in any one town, 
but are scattered in many villages, a few here, 
a few there, throughout the Talug. This 
makes it difficult for them to work together 
as churches. Moreover, we are greatly op- 
pressed and despised by the Hindus and 
Brahmins, who are continually around us, 
and trying in every way to turn our members 
from their faith. As far as we are able we 
are glad to support our preachers, but we are 
most of us poor people. For these reasons 
we beg the Society to help us, and to send 
us a missionary. 

We shall be grateful if you will kindly let 
us know what hope there is of our request 
being granted. 

We beg to remain, dear sir, 
Yours respectfully, 


SILUVOORY YOHAN, 
and others. 


REVIVAL AT SAGAING 


God is blessing his work on this field as never 


before. Since we returned, twenty-one baptisms 
and a number more truly seeking —some that 
are *‘ convinced,’’ as they say, but have not yet 
made a public profession. You who have studied 
the results of the Burmese Mission can under- 
stand the hope and joy this gives us. 

We have felt the need of more efficient help- 
ers so much, and also the lack of funds to carry 
on the work, but God has shown us not to de- 
pend so much on these agencies, for He can pour 
out a blessing without either. It is all in answer 
to the prayers of the devoted workers in our 
home land and here, I feel. 

I must tell you of one of the conversions that 
don’t count (?) of an old Burman living over in 
Ava, formerly a strong Buddhist, gaining much 
merit by building priests’ houses, etc. He lost 
his property, and became ill with consumption. 
Dr. Sutherland and our people visited him from 
time to time, and he said he believed, and would 
come forward for baptism when he was better, 
but instead he grew worse and died — died in 
Christian faith, so his heathen wife and serving 
boy testify. There was no Buddhist funeral, with 
numerous priests and ceremonies, but a simple 
prayer offered by one of our Christians and 
giving their people refreshments according to 
Burmese custom. 


Mrs. SUTHERLAND. 


THE DOSHISHA 


Editor the Magazine : 

The accompanying communication was cour- 
teously sent to me by its eminent missionary 
author to be first perused and then sent to you 
for publication. 

As regards the point of variation of which Dr. 
Davis speaks, I do not think we shall be found 
differing much. May be I did not distribute em- 
phasis properly and I now thank him heartily for 
the re-adjustment. 

It is right to say, however, that I do not, and 
could not object to the admission of unconverted 
pupils into Mission Schools. The point I would 


make is that the secular should never be allowed 
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JAPAN 


REV. C. L. DAVENPORT 


SANDOoway, March 29, 1897. 

Our associational year came to a close March 
17-18. The following will show somewhat of 
where we stand in membership, etc.: ordained 
ministers (native), 7; other preachers (unor- 
panied), 25; Bible women, 3; total native 
workers, 35. Missionaries, 3; medical mission- 
ary (not under appointment), 1; total mis- 
sionaries, 4. Total membership, 461. New 
churches organized, 1. Total baptisms, 90. Sus- 
pended, 9; dismissed, 14; total deaths, 9. Con- 
tributed for all purposes, as reported at the asso- 
ciation, 231-7-3 rupees. Besides this there was 
more than the same amount raised in the several 
villages and expended by them for home work. 

One village deserves special mention. Owing 
to lack of funds I was unable to supply a 
preacher for them, and they said they would 
give rice and curry, and what they were able, to 
one who would go to them and teach school and 
preach. A young man volunteered, and I sent 
him on. The Christians numbered nineteen. 
Of these one was dismissed. There were nine 
baptisms. A good school was taught well, and 
the people gave a total of sixty baskets of paddy 
(unhulled rice) valued at 52-8 rupees. The 
association gave him 25 rupees, and I supple- 
mented it with 10 rupees more. This will enable 
him to get necessary clothing and curry stuff for 
himself and family. 


In this Dr. Davis and 


to dominate the religious. 
myself will doubtless be at one. Had all others 
been like himself the Doshisha would be to-day 
what it has been in the past, the glory of Congre- 
gational missions in Japan and the educational 
standpipe for all the denominations laboring for 
the regeneration of the Sunrise Kingdom. 

Some of our Congregational brethren have be- 
come disheartened, and are inclined to think it 
may be just as well to slack their operations. 
Not so with Dr. Davis. From other sources we 
learn that he is turning his energies to whatever 
the Lordhas at hand for him to do. He is evan- 
gelizing, and is preaching with great efficiency 
and power. 


A blessing will go with him. He laid the 
foundation of the first house. It may now be 
given him to lay the foundation of a second and 
a better one. The greatest triumphs of our Con- 
gregational brethren in Japan may be just about 
beginning. Let their great men at home, Dr. 
Storrs, Dr. Behrends, and Dr. Goodwin and hun- 
dreds like them, stand behind the men who now 
push the evangelizing campaign and see if the 
glory of the latter house does not exceed the 
glory of the former. 

The Baptists cannot be indifferent to the suc- 
cess of our Congregationalist brethren. We need 
to pray for them as we pray for ourselves. Their 
sorrow is a sorrow to us all, and their advance 
will be an advance for us all. WM. ASHMORE. 


Kyoro, March 19, 1897. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Missionary Maga- 
sine: 

DEAR BROTHER: I was much interested some 
little time ago in reading in your MAGAZINE an 
article from the pen of Dr. Ashmore in regard to 
the Doshisha school here, with which I was con- 
nected from its organization, twenty-two years 
ago, until last summer. His statements are, in 
the main, surprisingly correct, but on one point 
he isin error. He attributes the disaster which 
has come to the school to the broadening of the 
school and taking in unchristian students. The 
fact is that from the beginning of the school and 
during the first fifteen years of its existence, all 
the students, with the exception of those received 
from the Kumamoto school in 1875, and some 
vernacular Theological students, were from un- 
christian homes, and with very slight exceptions 
they had never heard of Christianity, only to 
hate it. Yet, up to five years ago, 110 men had 
been graduated from the Theological depart- 
ment, and 178 from the Collegiate department, 
and less than ten men altogether had been 
graduated who were not professing Christians. 
Now, however, for the last five years, we have 
been receiving some Christian young men, and 
they have been coming to me with tears in their 
eyes saying that their hearts are becoming cold 
and they are losing their faith, and the majority 
of the graduates from the Collegiate department 
the last two or three years have not been pro- 
fessing Christians. What has caused the dif- 
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ference; and what is the cause of the disaster to 
this school? During the first twelve or fifteen 
years of the existence of the school, the members 
of the faculty, foreign and Japanese, were a unit 
in their faith and earnest zeal for the conversion 
of the students; all, or nearly all teaching in the 
Bible classes on the Sabbath, inviting the students 
to their homes for social intercourse and religious 
influence, and the aim and practice of the school 
was truly and aggressively Christian. From five 
years, or more ago, this has gradually changed. 
One prominent trustee of the school, and a man 
of great influence among the Christian workers, 
told the students in a Sabbath evening address, 
that all the foundations which the missionaries 
had laid for Christianity must be swept away and 
new ones laid, and he has been working at this 
destructive process ever since; others have helped 
him. A foreigner gave three lectures from the 
platform of the College chapel which were tirades 
against Christianity and theology, saying for ex- 


ample, ‘I tell you, young men, that Iam com- | 


missioned by Jesys Christ to say to you that there 
is no such thing as a soul, or a future life.’’ His 
tirades were not stopped by the authorities of the 
school but by the students, and the fact that the 
missionaries objected to these lectures, is now 
brought forward by the President of the school 
as one of the reasons why the Doshisha refused 
farther help from the American Board. A 
prominent Japanese professor of the school 
told the students in a sermon preached in the 
chapel on the Sabbath, that the idea of a future 
life had been a great damage to the race, and de- 
clared himself an agnostic on the question of the 
existence of a personal God. Ina later sermon, 
he held the Bible up to ridicule, quoting Paul 
against Christ, and Christ against himself; and 
yet this man was promoted after all this to the 
head of an important department in the school. 
It was the change in the environment which has 
brought disaster to the school. Such influences 
as the above must affect the young men, and 
they have powerfully affected them, and the 
school is under a cloud. Its upper classes are 
very small and growing smaller. 

Only the hand of God can bring the school 
back to the foundation and spirit of its sainted 
founder. On Him we wait in hope. 


Sincerely yours, J. D. Davis. 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


MEETING OF JULY 12, 1897. ELEVEN MEMBERS PRESENT 
Gus DRY bonds for the payment of annuities on donations aggregating $4,100 were authorized, 
and donations for famine relief in India to the amount of $156.58 were appropriated. 

Rev. J. N. Cushing, D. D., President of Rangoon Baptist College, and Rev. W. F. Thomas, 
Professor in the Theological Seminary at Insein, Burma, were introduced and made to the committee 
statements regarding the condition and needs of those institutions. 

Mr. F. W. Stait, of Newton Theological Institution, was introduced to the committee, and gave a 
statement of his Christian experiefice and call to missionary work. The matter of his appointment 
as a missionary to India being referred to the secretaries, it was afterward confirmed. 

The following resolutions on co-operation with the American Baptist Home Mission Society were 
adopted : 

At a joint meeting of the committees appointed at Pittsburgh, Penn., in May, 1897, by the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society and the American Baptist Missionary Union, to consider 
the feasibility of a union of effort on the part of the two societies to secure the necessary funds for 
carrying on their work, held at 111 Fifth Ave., New York, June 30, 1897, the following preamble 
and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

WuHeERrEAs, The experience of the past year in the successful effort to awaken sympathy and 
raise funds for the payment of the debts of the American Baptist Missionary Union and the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Society has established beyond question the practicability and advantage 
of co-operation, we now recommend that, while leaving their antonomy unimpaired, the societies 
seek to perpetuate and extend this cordial relationship. 

Resolved, First. \We recommend that these societies agree upon a gross sum to be raised from the 
living for their work; and in consultation with the Auxiliary Women’s Societies, what proportion 
thereof they shall also undertake to raise. 

Second. Frem the average contributions by the living to the societies for the past five years, viz.: 
$390,000 to the Missionary Union, including $95,000 from the Women’s Societies aud $261,000 to 
the Home Mission Society, including $22,000 from the women’s societies (and not including about 
$60,000 raised for Home Missions by other women’s societies, but not passing through the Home 
Mission Treasury ), or a total of $651,000 annually, we recommend that the gross sum to be asked for 
the current year should be $700,000, being on the ratio of past years $420,000 to the Missionary 
Union and $280,000 to the Home Mission Society. 

Third. We recommend that the two societies appoint one district secretary to represent both in 
the district embracing Eastern New York and Northern New Jersey. 

Fourth. That, while recognizing the fact that this joint committee was appointed by the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Society and the American Baptist Missionary Union to consider the feasi- 
bility of co-ordinating their efforts to secure money, we, nevertheless, venture to hope that at the 
next anniversaries similar committees may be appointed representing other societies to confer with 
reference to the co-ordination of all missionary efforts. 

(Signed) J. L. Howarp, Chairman. 


Henry C. MABIE, Secretary. 
A proposed Schedule of Appropriations for the coming year was presented by the foreign secre- 
tary, and after full discussion it was voted that a schedule of appropriations of $405,000 be 
authorized. 


The amount of outfit for the Asiatic Missions was fixed at $150 for each missionary or wife and at 
$200 for the African Mission. 


It was voted that hereafter no salaries be paid to native ordained pastors, but all grants where 
needed be made to the churches. 


The Schedule of Appropriations of the Woman’s Society (East) was approved. 


At the request of the Woman’s Society (East) Miss Stella Relyea was designated to Kinhwa, 
China, and Miss Annie L. Crowl to Hanyang, China. 
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MAINE, $136.64. 
Piscataquis Benevolence Sys- 


Centre, ch at 
Passadumkeag 


Charleston, Rev. W. H. Clark, 
for sup. 


Y. W. C. A. of Colby Uni- 
versity, for sup. nat, mission- 
ary, care Rev. J. L. Dearing, 
Fairfield, from the boys at 
Good Will Farm for ‘Taosh- 
ing press work, care Rev. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, $47.42 


VERMONT, $48.86. 
ist Bapt. ch 


Jn. Ck.  Soc., for 
seal, care Rev. Geo. A. 


$2,303.18. 


Centre ch. of which 


181 


ston, ch. Y. 


care Rev. Ww. F. Th omas. 
ton, _ M. E, Beal . 


Burma, care 


Salem, Central Bapt. ch. ..... 


Chelsea, c 
CE ary-ave. Y. P. S. 


FOR THE MONTHLY MISSIONARY MEETING. 


It is recommended that the meeting be devoted to Assam, and ample material 


will be found in the present number of the MaGazine for an exceedingly interesting 
Missionary service. 


DONATIONS 


RECEIVED IN JULY, 1897. 


Chelsea, ist ch., B. Y. P. U. 
tow. sup. of ra pr., care 
Rev. W. R. Manley 

Mewose, 206 CR... 

Gloucester, Chapel-st. ch, .... 

Friend for Ronald Stidston, 
Baptist 

Petersham ch., 

A friend (sale of 

Sharon Y. P. S. C. E. 

Hudson, G. H. a and wife, 
tow. sup. Saw Kler, care Dr. 
Bunker 


Dorchester, friend, for Sungiah, 


Dr. Downie 
N. Billerica, Y. P. Society .. 
Charlestown, rst ch. .... 
Springfield, 1st ch.........-.- 
Ww. Somerville ch., 
tow. sup. n. r, care Rev. 
Methuen ch. ......... 
Lowell, Wigginville S. S., for 
sup. Moo Khay Law, care 
Rev. A. Bunker, D.D......- 
Jamaica Plain, ch, C. E, 
Jackson, for n. pr., care 
Rev. W. E. Hopkins ...... 
Baldwinsville Y. 
for famine sufferers, care 
Rev. W. E. Hopkins ...... 
E. Boston, Central-sq. Bible 
Lanesboro Ch, . 
Merrimacport ch. ........-+++ 
Malden, 1st ch,, C. E., tow. 
sal. Rev. J. E. C ummings. . 
Granville, John A. Root and 
Hudson, G. H. Cass and wife, 
for K. Nariah, care Rev. W. 


RHODE ISLAND, $93.20. 


Central Falls, Broad-st. ch.... 
Providence, Cranston-st. C. E., 
tow. sup. n. pr., care Dr. 
Bunker, Toungoo........-- 
Providence, Cranston-st. S. S., 
for Maung See Dee........ 
E. Greenwich Y. E.. 
Newport, st ch. . — 
Central ‘ch. Y. P. S. 
C. E., for sup. nat. pr., Dzin- 


“ 


CONNECTICUT, $68.51. 


Hartford, South ch. ..... 
Winsted Y. P. S.C. E, 
Hartford Memorial ch.. ... 
Grateful,’’ for famine suf- 


Stamfoed, 100 Che, $22 00 
Eastford, Ch. cece 


NEW YORK, $1,453.46. 


Brooklyn, Trinity ch. ........ 14 21 
ist ch., tow. sup. 
Murriah, care Rev. 


Pooky ist ch., to apply tow. 
3a 


sup ndi Peter, care Rev. 

Wm. Powell, Ind. ......... 25 00 
2 64 
New York, Central ch., Y. P. 


SSO. 
New York, Alexander-ave. 
S. S., tow. sup. Ko meagag 
Min., care Rev. E. Grigg... 50 00 
New York, Mt. Morris ch 
3c E., for fam. rel., 
care Rev. Jno. Dussman . 6 50 
New York, German Immanuel 
ch., Mrs, Frederick Ruessler, 
for sup. n. pr., Lin Dz ~_ 
care Rev. W. M. Upcraft... 50 00 
New York, “Anon” ........ 4 00 
Delaware-ave. Bapt. 
annie Valley, $50 for per- 
sonal use of Mrs. EK. W. 
Clark, Molung, Assam..... 100 00 
E. Marion S. S., tow. sup. boy 
Gabriel 
Central ch., Mrs. H. 
fen for depot evange- 
lization, care Mrs. Ingalls.. 50°00 
Jamestown, sat Sw. 277 
ochester, 2d ch............. 157 64 
Oswego ch., Y. P. S.C. E. for 
Ha-lo-ai, care Dr. Bunker.. 10 00 
2 85 
Amenia ch., Y. P. S.C. E. 2 00 
E. Henrietta om, 
for eal. "Rev. Thos. 
Moody 
Rochester, Lake-ave. ch...... 180 00 
Binghampton, A. E. Johnson, 
to aid in founding a home for 
child widows, in with 
Pandita Ramabai, care Rev, W 


5 00 
Manuet ch., Y. P. S.C. E.. 11 15 
Amsterdam, 35 81 
Fredonia, E ly Davis. ....... 100 00 
Clifton Springs, a friend ..... 250 00 
Adams Centre Y. P. S.C. E., 

+ 25 00 
Scuth ‘Glens ‘Falis 2 00 
Mt. Vernon, afriend......... 6 vo 
N. Manlus, Y. P. S.C. E.... 5 00 
1st ch., add’l.. 2 50 


— d and W. ‘Nanticoke 


Castle Creek ch. . 


| 
| 
$9 00 } ~ 
South Paris 9 65 | 
14 25 | 
Bradleych. | 
Great Works 1 10 
179 | 6 78 
50 
60 | 
- 1 20 6 00 
| 12 00 i 
St 25 00 | 43 16 
| 15 35 
6 30 
W. 3 10 
50 00 i 
3042 
Brentwood 10 00 6 oo 
Franklin Falls, ist ch. ....... 17 
272 
9 00 
4 00 
25 00 
35 35 
20 00 
3 00 6 00 
70 00 
166 50 13 14 
Won deceased 1,208 52 | 
21 88 
i 
759 
6 
25 
B ee 12 50 
D is i 
Bi 9 96 
26 00 
12 50 5 40 
5 12 4 00 2 64 
12 50 § 
25 00 50 Amherst ch. 53 30 
23 33 New London, ist ch. Y. P. S. 
2.50 | Saybrook, istch.............. 224 
533 


534 


Sennett ch 

Cortland, rst ch. Y. P. S.C. E., 
tow. sup. Saya Timothy, 
care Rev. E. W. Kelly, 


‘Truxton ch, 

Hancock ch., 

Perry, ist ch:. 

Middlebury ch’ 

Warsaw Y. P. S.C. E., tow. 
sup. V. Jacob, care Prof. 
L. E. Martin, India 

Cohoes, 1st ch., add’) 

Hemlock Lake Ss S.,, tow. su 
Bago, n. pr , care Rev. E.G. 
Phillips, Assam........ 

Ft. Covington ch,....... poses 

Lawrenceville ch 

Potsdam ch., add'l 

Pitcairn ch. 

St. Lawrence C. E. 
Union 

Barrington ch., add’l.... 

Himrods ch 

South Pultney Y. P. S.C. E... 


Correction.—The amount reported 
in the August Magazine from the Y. 
P.S.C. E., East Marion, N. J., should 
have been East Marion, N. Y 


NEW JERSEY, $979.38. 
Haledon, Prospect Park S.S., 4 
Jersey C ‘ity, Bergen ch. from 

Miss Eva Palmer, for sup. n. 
pr ,care Rev. A. V_B. Crumb, 
Westlield, Prim’y Dept., for 
one quars. sup. Kye-Ya, care 
Rev. H. Morrow. 
New Brunswick, I 
ave., ch. quar. coll... 
Steiton, ist Piscataway ch., "of 
which $13 i is Friendship 
S. S. 158 


Asso'n'l 


Plainfield, ist 
Marlton ch., add’) 
Mrs. H. M. Chandler........ 
Camden, Trinity ch 
New Brunswick, rst ch. 
Cherryville ch 
Freehold ch. 
Bridgeton, Pearl-st. ch.. 
. C.S. sup. B. Johan, care 
John Dussman 
Court House B. Y. 
~~ U., Sr. and Jr., sup. n. pr., 
care Rev. C. L. Davenport 


PENNSYLVANIA, $523.73. 
P.U.. 


Cambridge Springs 

Pittsburg, 4th-ave. ch., class 
of small girls in S. S. for 
famine relief 

Williamsport, rst ch. C. E., 
two members . 

Cammal, McHenry ch., 
famine sufferers, care 
John Dussman 


New Tabernacle 
ch 
Philadelphia, New Tabernacle 


Philadelphia, Pt. Pleasant ch., 
rst ch., add’l . 
Memorial Y. P. 


S.C 
Philadelphia, Upland ch., add’ ‘1, 
soth- ch 
“i nd ch., German- 
Wayne, S.S., for n. 
pr., care Rev. L.W. Cronkhite 35 co 


Donations 


Green Ridge Willing Workers, 
for n. pr., care Rev. W. A. 
Stanton 

Mrs. Frank Ripley 

Altoona, ast ch 


Ladies’ Aid Soc., 

ch 

Derry Station ch 

Fourth-ave. ch., Pittsb’g, con., 
April and May 

Reading, 

Westfield 

Come. and Ham- 
mond chs., for eeeeese in 
India, care Dr. Bogs 

Edwardsdale, Welsh 


DELAWARE, me 50. 


Del. Bapt. howe ch.. 
Ridley-pk. ch. . 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, $140 
J. H. Larcombe, sup. Sikon 

of Nowgong 
E. st. ch., Washington 


VIRGINIA, $128.50. 
Christiansburg, Memorial ch.. 
Elliston, Big Spring ch 
Rockbridge, Alum Springs, 

Miss Frances J. Huntley... 125 00 


WEST VIRGINIA, f22,95. 
Spencer S. S. for the suffering 
in India 
Lucile, F. F. Daniel 
Two Run, B. M. League 
Charleston, Virginia-ave. ch.. 


OHIO, $1,013.55. 


5 50 
30 00 


Radnor ch 
Cleveland, Mrs. May B. Sea- 
man 
Cambridge ch. 
Old Cambridge ch 
Cleveland, rst ch 
Superior-st. 
Roxabelle ch 
Sunbury ch. ..... 19 
Warsaw, Rev. H. C. Clark. . 3 
Dayton, Central ch 
1st ch 641 
3 


Sidney 
Tiffen, 1st ch., special for Rev. 
W. K. McKibben, China. . 
Milford, Centre ch 
Valley ch. 
Mt. ch. 
Owl Creek ch 
Scioto Asso., Mrs. C. E. Phil- 
brook 
Cyclone, Bethany 2 
Fair Oaks ch... . 
Union Valley ch. ee 
1,014 55 
Less am’nt reported from East 
End ch., Cleveland, Uhio, 
$28.88 should be $27.88 


Hope c 
20000200 


antown 
Kendallville ch. . ‘ 
Wolcottville ch. 
% 


ILLINOIS, 61. 


Sparland, Robert Burnett . 
Bourbon ch 


Miss 
Pastor’ s Book. 
Upper Alton ch. .........+- 


Pontiac ch 

Normal ch...... 

Manchester, Mrs. C. B. Wil- 
son 

Ashland ch 

Chicago, 1st ch.. 

Evanston, 


P 
Irving Park, E. W. Moyle and 
wife, for work, care Mrs. E. 
G. Hopkins, India 
Woodstock, Miss J.G. Sonde- 
Amboy ch, .......- 
Streator ch 


ch.. 

Berlin ch. . 

Danish Conf, Chicago, 
Edmore, Michigan, for Rev. 
C. Nelson, Africa.. ....... 


IOWA, $214.31. 


yrshire 
Shenandoah, friends for fam- 
ine relief, care Rev. John 


Washington S. S., for M. Ka- 
tiah, care Rev. W. H. Beeby, 

Rock Creek 

Birthday offering 

Jacksonville 

Centreville S. S. ....... 


einking 
Asso., B. ¥. P. U., 


B. Y. P. U. 
North Union ch 
Emerson S. 
Linngrove 
¥.P.U. 

“ “ Ss. 
Forest City.... 
Hayfield . 
Kiron, for Lia-A-Kne, China, 25 0 


MICHIGAN, $221.20. 


West Bay City, a friend, to be 
used in educating student in 
Theo. Sem., care Rev, W 


Macomb ch 
North st......... 
Grand Rapids, Fountain-st. ch., 100 00 
Wealthy ave. Y. P. S., tow. sup. 
Bible woman in India 
Grand Rapids, Berean ch 
Jonia, ch 
B.Y. P. 


|| 
3 00 
1 
B 6 25 | 22 30 
350 | 459 
Gethsemane ch £97 
33 75 9 
| 10 50 
| I 00 5 00 
2 00 183 93 
30 
12 50 | uc S s++s. 4 83 
5 50 | 12 50 =o 
5 00 8 43 
5 00 | 5 00 
7 10 
3 00 | oe 
= 
5 14 | 
| | 50 
| 16 50 
1 09 
Quincy, Vermont-st. ch. ...... 166 65 
16 50 
25 | 1 So 
400 
| 00 
5° 00 
5° 1 00 
37 45 
47 | 2 00 
oo | Riverdale, Memorial ch. ..... 72 
50 | Fredericktown ch., John Cos- 
75 50 | Crestonch...... § 00 
1 00 6 00 
00 00 
| 66 
50 10 00 
20 12 56. 
00 $@ 
| 32 15 5° 
26 00 2 02 
00 Ida Fortney..... ‘ 
| 23 § 00 
| 1 
» 54 5 65 
2 00 | 
2 00 
25 
2 00 
Milton ch +++ £0 00 
34 69 
10 39 | 
7 00 | 
50 00 Thomas. .... -+ 25 00 
1,013 55 
INDIANA, $52.97. 
pl.... 16 24 
2 58 
| 00 


Y. P. U., mite box 
offering 

Kalamazoo, istch. B. Y. P.U., 
tow. sup. n. pr. in India 

Sault Ste Marie ch. . 

Chase ch. sane 


ch. . 
Gregory, B. Y. 


—_ Mrs. M. L. Garvin . 

Richland 

St. Paul, ist 
Western 


St. Paul, ist ch 
Stillwater 
Montevideo ch.... 
Minneapolis, 4th ch 
eee 


il 

Maynard, A. Dahlin......... 

Hallock ch .. 

Henning, A. F, Peterson .... 

Alexan 

St. Paul, M. Lindohl for 
Swaytike, Burma ...... 

St. Paul, M. Lindohl 


WISCONSIN, $49.09 
Cueto, Sw. ch., Wom. 


ayheid 
Marshall ch 


Sheboygan, W. Gibson .. 

Green Kay ch.... 

Neenah ch., for Rev. C. Nel- 
son, Africa 


MISSOURI, $52.98. 
Board of Home and Foreign 
Missions ....- 
KANSAS, $93.53. 
Stafford ‘ 
Westmoreland ch 


Clearwater ch 
Fort Scott ch 


Kansas City, 1st ch., Y. M. 
Bible Class tow. sup. nat. 


Osage Valley ch.. 
Minnescah ch. 
Coffeyville ch 
Augusta, Y. P. S 


NEBRASKA, $60.75. 


Chadron, J. T. Weir for famine 
= care Rev. John Duss- 


Donations 
Omaha, S. S..... 


Dorchester 


COLORADO, $81.25. 


Denver, Sw. Y. P. S. tow. sup. 

n. pr. care Rev. W. I. Price, 
La Junta J. B. Shearman tow. 


sup n. 

La Rufus Phillips tow 
sup. n. pr. 

La Junta, “1 F. W. Hart 
tow. su 

Misses yay and Dunlop tow. 
up. Bible women 

Pueblo, Mesa ch 


CALIFORNIA, $140.13. 


Los Angeles, Mrs. J. Freeman 
and others of the ist ch 

San Francisco, Emmanuel ch., 

Stockton, 


Sw. Y. P.S. sup. 
a M. Lucas, care Rev. 
Swanson, Assam .... 
Pomona ch, 
yng F. R. McFee, sup. 
pr. A. Soo, care Rev. J. 
W. Carlin, China 
Tulare, Miss A. M. Bradley.. 
Linne, "Sw. ch. , tow. sup. n, pr. 
Nwung Tha Aung, care 
eh . L. Davenport, Bur- 


oO. Eld. B. Atherton . 
Floriston, Miss Lillian Mer- 


OREGON, $12.50. 


Portland, Calvary ch., Rev. J. 
oO. Burroughs, sup. n. 
A-He, care Rev. J. 
Catlins. 12 50 
NORTH DAKOTA, f20.83. 
Fargo, rst ch 
Crystal S.S...... 
SOUTH DAKOTA, $5.00. 


Poinsette, Martha Johnson... 


WASHINGTON, $17.17. 
Walla Walla, ch 
‘Tacoma, 1st ch 
Winlock, Woman's Circle... 
Spokane, Sw. ch. 
GEORGIA, $1.59. 

Albany, Byneville Miss’nS.S., 1 59 

ALABAMA, $ic.oo. 
Rosedale, Max J. Schimmel.. 10 00 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, $15.00. 
Vancouver, ist. ch. S.S....++. 15 00 


INDIAN TERRITORY, $13.80. 
Coalgate, S.A. Davis 50 


Canadian River 

Rev. J.G. Heath .... 

Rev. C. W. Usher .... 

Rev. J. B. Cranfill 

Cash.. 
Wayne, Mrs. 'B. "‘Hookes... 
Wynnewood 


OKLAHOMA, $7.00. 


Shawnee, Rev. H. B. McGee. 
Rev. Mr. Deyo 
Perry ch 


BURMA, $214.60. 


Prome, Rev. L. H. Mosier... 
— young men of Theo. 


CHINA, $10.00. 
Chofu, Miss Lisle Bainbridge. 10 00 


$8,816 46 
LEGACIES. 

Kennebunk, Me., 

Rev. E. Worth, $100 00 
Keene, N. H. Mrs. 

Mary A. Merrill, oun 00 
Dover, N. H., Mrs 

Betsey Weed. . 997 60 

Malta, N. 
Emily S. Gale..’ 1,800 94 
4308 54 


$13,215 00 
Donations and Legacies 
—_ April 1, 1897, to July 
» 1897 40,718 30 


Donations and Le gac ies 
from April 
Aug. 1, 1897 

Donations received to Aug 


New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts ........... 
Rhode 

Connecticut . 


New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 

District of een 
Maryland . 

Virginia ...... 
West 
Ohio. . 

Indiana . 
Illinois 


Michigan 


Missouri 
Kansas 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
California 


North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Washington 


Arizona 
South 
Tennessee. . 


British Columbia ... 
Indian Territory 
Oklahoma.......- 


535 
$5 00 $439 
2 00 25 #1 00 
5 00 
9 05 I 00 
2 60 
50 
oo 
Bengal and Riley ch.......... 1 00 25 00 ne? 
Daggett Ch. 4.00 32 50 
5 79 
12 50 
3 75 
MINNESOTA, $157.27. 
1 25 
10 00 
25 
475 
5 74 1 50 
65 25 35 
33 90 
Duluth, Bethel ch............ 5 67 oe 
18 00 
20 00 
4 487 67 
40 00 25 00 232 60 
78 11g ©. 
10 00 9 04 
5,015 47 
I 00 585 92 
70g 20 
9 00 2,864 22 
6 CO 3,533 27 
oc EFS 54 90 
Sur ch., bal........... 13.75 150 00 
I 00 22 35 
13 74 128 50 
241 386 
3 385 2,912 25 
406 54 
3,968 34 
$94 91 
644 86 
12 00 543 13 
2 30 477 41 
2.50 167 46 
ose 2 00 118 17 
Wyoming 1 00 
3 25 1 038 
Oe 16 22 
2 50 0000+ 22 00 
1 00 England 263 25 
I 00 1 00 251 
75 I 00 60 00 
14 66 1 35 Congo eee 51 45 
§ 70 2 50 | Miscellaneous .......-..-- 857 50 
10 00 1 25 Russia 203 10 


American Baptist Publication Society 


Baptist 

Periodicals 


Best Quality! Largest Circulation! Cheapest Rates! 


or 


Montblies 
= 


American 


Quarterlies 


Price 
Baptist 
Superintendent, 


Baptist 
Teacher, .. 


Advanced,.... 
Intermediate, . . 
Primary, .... 


Publication 


Society 


per quarter! 


per copy! 


=> 


1632 Chestnut Street 


per quarter! 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


=> 


Bible Lessons, 
Picture 
Bible Lesson Pictures, 


Tlustrated Papers 
=> 


Our Young People (weekly), 
Our Boys and Girls (weekly), 
Our Little Ones (weekly), 
Young Reaper (monthly), 

(semi-montbly), 


The Colporter (monthly), 


1 cent per copy! per quarter 
. . 3 cents per set! = 
$1.00 per quarter. 


Price 
per quarter per year 
13 cents. 50 cents. 
jo 
25 
8 
16 


(The above prices are all for clubs of five or more) 


BRANCH HOUSES 


Boston, Mew Work, Chicago, St. Louls, Dallas, Atlanta 


| 
536 
6 
* => 
Price 4 
Senter,...... 4 cts. i 
2 
2* 
| 
5 


2 
| 


| 
| 


x 
< 
< 
= 


A VILLAGE IN 


ili 


| 


